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Sensex ended at 57,696.46 points while Nifty 
closed below 17,200. Most of the sectors 
slumped on heavy selling pressure. Key share 
indices ended lower on Friday amid broad-
based selling in the market.

Congress President Sonia Gandhi has 
appointed Jagdish Thakor as the new 
president of the Gujarat Congress, replac-
ing Amit Chavda. The appointment comes 
ahead of next year’s assembly elections.

A group of right-wing activists and locals 
again stopped Muslims from offering namaz 
at a designated open site in Gurgaon despite 
heavy police presence on the ground. Around 
six people were detained, police sources said.

SENSEX SLIPS 
760 PTS; NIFTY 

ENDS BELOW 
17,200

SONIA APPOINTS 
JAGDISH THAKOR 

AS GUJARAT 
CONG  PRESIDENT

FRIDAY NAMAZ 
DISRUPTED IN 

GURGAON AGAIN, 
6 DETAINED

CM LAMBASTES PILOT CAMP MINISTERS ON 
LEAVING GOVT & CREATING A POLITICAL CRISIS!

UP govt to SC: 
Polluted air 
coming from Pak
New Delhi: Uttar 
Pradesh govt on Friday 
told Supreme Court 
that UP industries have 
no role in rising pollu-
tion in NCR and pollut-
ed air from Pakistan 
deteriorates air quality 
of  the Capital. ‘So you 
want to ban industries 
in Pakistan?’ CJI NV 
Ramana said in reply.

Advocate Ranjit Ku-
mar appearing for UP 
told SC, 8-hr operation 
window is affecting sug-
arcane and milk indus-
tries in UP. Bench asked 
him to go to Commis-
sion and let it decide.

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: In the prepara-
tory meeting for Con-
gress ‘maha-rally’ to be 
held on December 12 
against inflation, Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
has once again taunted 
the ministers and MLAs 
of  the Sachin Pilot 
camp. During the infor-
mal meeting of  Council 
of  Ministers held on 
Friday at the CMR, in 
the presence of  organi-
sational general secre-
tary KC Venugopal and 

in-charge Ajay Maken, 
Gehlot talked about the 
revolt of  the ministers-
MLAs of  Pilot camp 

and went to the length 
of  naming them as well.

Gehlot said, “You are 
a minister because 80 

people did not leave. 
That is why today there 
is a government and we 
are holding a meeting 
of  the Council of  Min-
isters. Ramesh Meena, 
Vishvendra Singh, He-
maram Chaudhary had 
left. 80 MLAs stayed 
and did not leave us, 
only then the govern-
ment is left.”

In his speech, the CM 
while exhorting the 
ministers said, “Many 
ministers still keep the 
doors closed. This is not 
right. Everyone has to 

keep the doors open and 
listen to the public in 
the field.”

Gehlot then started 
mentioning the revolt 
by Pilot camp and took 
a jibe at the ministers 
and legislators of  the 
Pilot camp while advis-
ing the ministers to 
conduct hearings.

Interestingly, when 
Gehlot was making his 
‘scathing remarks’, 
many ministers were 
seen laughing while 
those of  Pilot camp did 
not speak.  Turn to P8

JAIPUR: 9 OF A 
FAMILY TEST +VE, 
4 RECENTLY CAME 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA
Jaipur: Nine members of 
a family at Dadi Ka Phatak, 
Jaipur have tested positive 
for COVID-19, days after 
four of them returned 
from South Africa, putting 
the Health Department on 
alert amid concerns over 
the Omicron variant. The 
South Africa returnees 
have been admitted 
to the hospital of the 
Rajasthan University of 
Health Sciences (RUHS) 
and swab samples of 
all nine people have 
been sent for genome 
sequencing to Sawai 
Man Singh Hospital, said 
health minister Parsadi 
Lal Meena. The other 
fi ve have been home 
quarantined. P3

Shah to begin 2-day Raj tour 
with temple visit in Jaisalmer
First India Bureau

Jaisalmer: Union 
home minister Amit 
Shah will visit Tanot 
mata temple, Rohitash 
border outpost and in-
teract with BSF troops 
on the first day of  this 
two-day visit to Jais-
almer on Saturday.

He will spend the 
night in the border 
area. Next day on Sun-
day, Shah will address 
the raising day function 
of  BSF in Shaheed 
Poonam Singh stadium 
in Jaisalmer city before 
leaving for Jaipur.

Shah will arrive in 

Jaisalmer at 2.30 pm on 
Saturday. He will reach 
Tanot mata temple in a 
helicopter. From there, 
he will fly to New Jhal-

riya and from there, he 
will move to the Roh-
itash border outpost by 
road  at 4.50 pm.

He will be viewing 
the sun set between 5 
pm to 6 pm. In the night, 
the home minister will 
interact with the BSF 
troops and attend ‘Bada 
Khana’ with the BSF 
personnel.

The minister will be 
staying at the outpost in 
the night. Next morn-
ing, he will go to 
Jaisalmer city by 
helicopter. He will at-
tend the raising day cer-
emony from 9.30 am to 
11.30 am.  More on P2

NIA moves SC against 
Sudha Bharadwaj bail
New Delhi: The Nation-
al Investigation Agency 
(NIA) has moved Su-
preme Court against the 
Bombay High Court or-
der granting default 
bail to lawyer-activist 
Sudha Bharadwaj, 
who was arrested in the 
Elgar Parishad-Maoist 
links case in August 
2018 under the provi-
sions of  UAPA.

The high court on De-
cember 1 had said in its 
order that Bharadwaj, 
accused of  being part of  
a conspiracy to over-
throw the Union govern-
ment, was entitled to bail 
and its denial would be 
in breach of  her funda-

mental right to life and 
personal liberty guaran-
teed under Article 21 of  
the Constitution.

The high court had 
directed that Bharad-
waj, lodged in the By-
culla women’s prison, 
be produced before the 
Mumbai special NIA 
court on December 8, 
and conditions of  her 
bail and date of  release 
be decided.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

64 NDRF teams take guard 
against Cyclone ‘Jawad’
New Delhi: The Na-
tional Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) 
has earmarked 64 
teams to tackle the im-
pending cyclonic 
storm ‘Jawad’ that is 
expected to affect the 
states of  Odisha, 
Andhra Pradesh and 
West Bengal, a senior 
officer said on Friday.

NDRF Director 
General (DG) Atul 
Karwal told reporters 
during a briefing here 
that while 46 teams 
have been deployed or 
pre-positioned in the 

vulnerable states, 18 
teams have been kept 
in reserve. The India 
Meteorological De-
partment said that a 

low-pressure system 
in the Bay of  Bengal 
has intensified into a 
cyclonic storm 
‘Jawad’.

Cyclone ‘Jawad’ is expected to affect the states of Odisha, 
Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal.

MIXED BAG OF CAUTION
Mohd Fahad 

New Delhi: The Union 
Health Ministry on Fri-
day issued answers on 
Omicron highlighting 
that given the 
fast pace of  vac-
cination in In-
dia and high 
exposure to the 
Delta variant as evi-
denced by high seropos-
itivity, the severity of  
the disease is “antici-
pated” to be low.

l Is there a possibili-
ty of  a third wave in 
India due to the emer-
gence of  Omicron?
Omicron cases are in-
creasingly being report-
ed from countries out-
side of  South Africa. 
However, the scale and 
magnitude of  the rise 
in cases and most im-
portantly the severity 

of  disease that will be 
caused is still not clear.
lWill the existing 
vaccines work 
against Omicron?
“Some of  the mutations 

reported on 
Spike gene may 
decrease the ef-
ficacy of  exist-
ing vaccines,” 

said the health ministry. 

lHow concerned 
should we be about 
Omicron?
It is important to 
highlight that 
Omicron has 
been declared 
VoC based on 
the “observed 
mutations, their 
predicted features of  
increased transmission 
and immune evasion”. 
“The definitive evidence 
for increased transmis-
sion is awaited,” Minis-

try said.
lWhat precautions 
have been recom-
mended by health 
ministry?
It is essential to mask 
yourself  properly, 
maintain social dis-
tancing and maintain 
good ventilation to the 
maximum possible.

lCan the currently 
used diagnostics 

methods detect 
Omicron?

RT-PCR tests de-
tect specific 
genes in the vi-
rus, however, in 

the case of  Omi-
cron, as the S gene is 

heavily mutated, some 
of  the primers may lead 
to results indicating the 
absence of  the S gene 
(called as S gene drop 
out),” the Health Minis-
try has said.

Centre addresses FAQs on Omicron

Workers prepare beds inside a special COVID-19 ward to treat persons infected with the Omicron variant, at Rajiv Gandhi 
Government General Hospital in Chennai on Friday.   —PHOTO BY PTI

The government has spoken at length on 
possible third corona wave, whether vaccines 
will work, precautions to be taken, and 
diagnostic methods to detect the new strain

CORONA CATASTROPHE

RAJASTHANINDIA

9,216
new cases

391
new fatalities

21
new cases

00
new fatalities

2 INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS TEST 
+VE IN TN, 12 SUSPECTED IN DELHI
Chennai/New Delhi: Two persons, including a child, who arrived 
in Tamil Nadu from Singapore and England, which are among the 
12 ‘at-risk’ countries, have tested positive for Covid-19. The state 
government has sent their samples for genome sequencing to check 
for the presence of the Omicron variant. Meanwhile, 12 suspected 
cases of Omicron have been admitted to hospitals in Delhi after 
they arrived on international fl ights over the past three days. Their 
samples have been sent for genome testing to confi rm whether they 
are infected with the Omicron strain. All are at LNJP hospital. Eight 
were hospitalised on Thursday after they tested positive for Covid. 
Four more were admitted on Friday but Covid tests are not out yet.

BOOSTER DOSE 
FOR ABOVE 40 
RECOMMENDED 

BOOSTER DECISION 
AFTER SCIENTIFIC 
ADVISE: MANDAVIYA

New Delhi: Top Indian 
genome scientists have 
recommended a booster 
dose of Covid-19 vaccines 
for those above 40 
years with preference 
to high-risk and high-
exposure population. The 
recommendation was 
made in the weekly bulletin 
of the Indian SARS-CoV-2 
Genomics Sequencing 
Consortium, a network of 
national testing labs.

New Delhi: Speaking in the 
Lok Sabha, Union Health 
Minister Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya on Friday said 
that the decisions on 
booster dose of vaccine 
against Covid-19 and 
vaccination of kids will 
be taken after scientifi c 
advise. The health 
minister further asked the 
Opposition parties to trust 
the scientists, news agency 
PTI reported.

K’TAKA TRACKING 
10 “MISSING” 
PASSENGERS
Bengaluru: One of the 
two men found positive 
for Omicron in Karnataka 
“escaped” after taking a 
Covid negative certifi cate 
from a private lab, the state 
government said today. 
The state is trying to track 
down 10 more people who 
reportedly went missing 
from the airport. A 66-year-
old South African national 
found to be Omicron-
infected had “fl ed” country.

IS THE GEHLOT-PILOT ‘FACE-OFF’ REALLY OVER?

You are a 
minister because 
80 people did not 

leave. Ramesh 
Meena, Vishvendra 

Singh, Hemaram 
Chaudhary had 

left. 80 MLAs 
stayed and did 

not leave us, 
Gehlot said

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
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BJP DEFENDS SHAH EVENT, CENSURES CONG’S
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: BJP State Pres-
ident Dr Satish Poon-
ia on Friday said that 
the Working commit-
tee meeting will be held 
on Saturday and Sun-
day and Union home 
and cooperatives minis-
ter Amit Shah will ad-
dress the leaders and 
workers at 1 pm on Sun-
day at JECC Sitapura in 
Jaipur. Poonia said BJP 
event will be held in-
doors and all Corona 
protocol will be fol-
lowed.

Municipal Corpora-
tion Greater Mayor 
Sheel Dhabhai is dis-
tributing yellow rice in 
the region in order to 
make Home Ministers 
Amit Shah’s visit a suc-
cess. She is constantly 
taking stock of  the 
meeting to be held in 
Jaipur Exhibition and 
Convention Centre 
(JECC).

About the audio 
of  Durru Mian, Poonia 
said most of  the crimes 

have been committed 
against the dalits and 
the downtrodden. “Ra-
jasthan is embarrassed 
by this audio. The pub-
lic has also accepted 
that the police officer 
was beaten up. Illegal 
mining took place in Al-
war. It is clear that there 
is appeasement of  Con-
gress.

Local people will attend BJP meeting while people from other states will come to attend Dec 12 Congress rally, argue BJP leaders

Satish Poonia, Chandrashekhar, Bhajan Lal Sharma and others (inset) inspect the preparations at 
JECC Sitapura in Jaipur on Friday.  — PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

Which law rallies 
are violating? asks 
HC; dismisses plea
Jaipur: The HC dismissed 
a petition fi led regarding 
the upcoming rallies of 
BJP & Cong. The division 
bench of Justice MM Sriv-
astava and Justice Vinod 
Kumar Bharwani dismissed 
the petition fi led on behalf 
of advocate Poonam Chand 
Bhandari. During the hear-
ing, the court questioned, 
“Which law was being 
violated by the rally. Where 
is it written in the guideline 
that has been issued that 
rallies cannot be held and 
who is in public interest?.”

Full dress rehearsal 
for BSF Raising Day

Four dead, 20 injured in bus-
trolley collision on Jpr highway
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Four persons 
died on the spot and an-
other 20 got injured af-
ter a trolley and bus col-
lided on the Jaipur-Agra 
highway late on Thurs-
day. People around 
broke the glasses of  the 
bus and pulled out the 
trapped passengers.

According to the in-
formation, a private 
travel bus collided with 
a stationary trolley in 
front of  the Rajadhok 
toll plaza in Bassi area 
on the highway around 

2 pm. The driver alleg-
edly fell asleep which 
caused the accident. 
The injured were 
rushed to the SMS and 
nearby private hospi-
tals.

Women unit practises. (inset) BSF DG PK Singh inspects preps.

Jaipur: On the occasion of International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities, 
Social Justice and Em-
powerment minister Tika 
Ram Jully handed over 
the keys of scooties to 10 
specially-abled persons at a 

state level function held in the Conference Hall of the 
Secretariat on Friday. Citing his own example, he said 
though he was affected by polio in his childhood, he 
never allowed it to become a hurdle in the journey.

Jaipur: The Centre has given a major responsibility 
to senior IAS of Rajasthan cadre Tanmay Kumar as 
he will now play a major role in preventing pollution 
in Delhi-NCR. Kumar has been made a member of 
the Task Force set up by the Centre and is also the 
chairman of Delhi Central Pollution Control Board. 
On Friday, the Centre presented an affi davit in the 
Supreme Court about formation of a task force of 
which Dr. MM Kutty will be the chairman. Meanwhile, 
Dr. Vibha Dhawan, NK Shukla, Ashish Dhawan have 
also been made members.

TIKA RAM JULLY HANDS OVER SCOOTIES 
TO 10 SPECIALLY-ABLED PERSONS

IAS TANMAY KUMAR IS MEMBER OF TASK 
FORCE ON POLLUTION CONTROL IN NCR

NEWS DIGEST

Amit Shah has become 
the first Union cooper-
ative minister and the 
party should also get 
involved in coopera-
tives as such it is im-

portant for Amit Shah 
to be in-

volved with public rep-
resentatives. BJP event 

will be held indoors 
and all Corona proto-

col will be followed.
Satish Poonia, 

BJP State President

Suryaveer S Tanwar 

Jaisalmer: BSF organ-
ised full dress-rehearsal 
of  Raising Day Parade 
at Shaheed Poonam 
Singh Stadium in Jais-
almer on Friday. The 
parade of  13 Frontier 
Jawans of  BSF and 
their astonishing feats 
had everyone in awe. In 
fact, the 57th Raising 
Day celebrations of  the 
Defence Force Border 
Security Force is being 

celebrated for the first 
time outside Delhi, in 
Jaisalmer, on 5 Dec, 
which Amit Shah will 
witness the event.

BSF DG Pankaj Ku-
mar Singh was present 
at the occasion. Citizens 
of  Jaisalmer attending 
the dress rehearsal 
could not stop applaud-
ing the brave feats of  
women soldiers and 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
programme, said a sen-
ior official.
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-: लोक सूचना :-
श्री अषमत हल्दया पुत्र श्री हरिमोहन खण्डेलवाल, षनवासरी - पटडेल नगि, देवलरी, षिला टोंक ने इस कायायालय में 

नरीचे उल्लषखत भूषम का गैि-कृषिक प्रयोिन के उपयोग हेतु ऐसरी भूषम के अपने अषभधृषत अषधकािों के षनवायापन के 
षलए आवेदन प्रसतुत षकया है, अरायात -

जिले सजित 
तिसील का 

नाम

रािस्व 
ग्ाम का 

नाम
खसरा 

सं. रकबा/क्ेत्र
मास्टर पलान 
में दज्शित भू-

उपयोग
भू-उपयोग परर्वतशिन 

का प्रकार

तह. देवलरी
षिला टोंक

देवलरी गांव 5207/ 
4442

0.64 है. परिषध षनयन्त्रण 
पट्टरी आवासरीय

परिषध षनयन्त्रण पट्टरी
आवासरीय से आवासरीय भू-
उपयोग परिवतयान करी िानरी है।

इसषलए इसके द्ािा समसत संबंषधत वयल्तयों को सूषचत षकया िाता है षक यषद षकसरी वयल्त को िािसरान भू-
िािसव अषधषनयम, 1956 करी धािा 90-क औि िािसरान अषभधृषत अषधषनयम 1955 करी धािा 63 के अधरीन पूववो्त
प्रयोिनों के षलए भूषम के उपयोग हेतु अनुज्ा प्रदान किने औि अषभधृषत अषधकािों के षनवायापन पि कोई आक्ेप है तो वह 
इस नोषटस के प्रकाशन के 7 षदन के भरीति-भरीति षकसरी कायया षदवस पि कायायालय समय के दौिान अधोहसतािकताया के 
समक् समरयाक दसतावेिों के सार अपने आक्ेप प्रसतुत कि सकेगा।

उपयुया्त षनयत समय के भरीति-भरीति षकसरी आक्ेप के अभाव में यह समझा िायेगा षक षकसरी को आक्ेप नहीं है 
औि तद्ुसाि मामले का षनपटािा षकया िायेगा।

यह सूचना मेिे हसताक्ि औि मुहि के अधरीन आि 03.12.2021 को िािरी करी गयरी।
प्राजिकारी अजिकारी 
अषधशािरी अषधकािरी
नगिपाषलका देवलरी

प्रारूप-10
(षनयम 6(7) देषखए)

SHAH IN RAJ!

CM Gehlot has called for a ‘Ma-
hangai Hatao Rally’ in Jaipur but 
he can’t control inflation here due 
to wrong policies. Gehlot should 

lead by example by reducing VAT on petrol 
and diesel, electricity and market tax before 
his show of strength. Congress has increased 
VAT by 10% on petrol and 12% on diesel in 

comparison to previous BJP govt.
—Rajendra Rathore, Deputy LoP

The risk of spreading Corona 
from the Congress rally is higher 

since workers from all over the 
country will be coming. At the 

same time, the risk of spreading Corona 
from the BJP rally is less, because workers 
from Jaipur alone will assemble. Congress’ 

is a ‘Bhakti Rally’ instead of a rally against 
inflation.

—Vasudev Devnani, BJP MLA 

Joshi urges industry, govt to 
work together to save water
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Water Supply 
and Ground Water 
Minister Mahesh Joshi 
has called upon the in-
dustry to work closely 
with the govt in creat-
ing an ideal environ-
ment for saving, con-
serving and ensuring 
optimum utilisation of  
water in the state. He 
was addressing the in-
augural session of  the 
3rd MC-GC meeting of  
the Builders Associa-
tion of  India as the 

chief  guest at Hotel 
Crown Plaza on Friday.

Joshi said that Raj 
has 10 per cent land 
area but the availabil-
ity of  water is only one 
per cent. 

He said that when 
we became independ-
ent, even needles were 
not made in the coun-
try, but country is now 
on the path of  develop-
ment and innovation. 

The mangled remains of 
accidental vehicles in Jaipur. Mahesh Joshi addressing the audience at Hotel Crown Plaza.

Dinesh MN among 66 
cops to get DGP Disc 
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: ADG Dinesh 
MN is among 66 police 
personnel who have 
been selected for DGP 
Disc. Anshuman Bho-
mia, Jaynarayan, Man-
ish Tripathi, Preeti 
Jain, Mridul Kachha-
wa, Rajendra Goyal, 
Pooja Awana and Richa 

Tomar will also get the 
disc. Ram Niwas Che-
jara posted in CM’s se-
curity will be among 
other officers who will 
be honoured with the 
disc. The selection of  
the officers has been 
done after the recom-
mendation of  the selec-
tion committee, said an 
official on Friday.

Dalit woman gangraped; case 
registered after SP intervenes
First India Bureau

Bharatpur: A Dalit 
woman was allegedly 
kidnapped and gan-
graped by two men 
while she was on her 
way to her college in 
Bharatpur on Novem-
ber 29. When the po-
lice officer did not reg-

ister the report, the 
victim along with rela-

tives reached the of-
fice of  the SP. 

GIRL GANGRAPED, ACCUSED MADE VIDEO
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First India Bureau 

Udaipur: Ahead of  
Russian Prez Vladimir 
Putin’s proposed visit 
to India on Dec 6, family 
members of  a man hail-
ing from here, whose 
dead body is lying in 
Russia for 140 days, 
demonstrated at Jantar 
Mantar, Delhi.

Hitendra Garasiya 
was a resident of  God-
wa village of  Kherwara 
area in Udaipur district 
and his dead body has 
been lying in Russia for 

four and a half  months.
The family members 

have been demanding 
the body, which has not 
been sent to India.

The family members 
demanded from the 
Government of  India to 
bring the dead body of  
Garasiya to India by fol-

lowing international 
laws. They said that the 
President of  Russia 
should also take action 
on this matter.

The family came for-
ward with the help of  
Charmesh Sharma, a 
social worker from Bun-
di who had made the 
complaint to Ministry 
of  External Affairs. Hi-
tendra’s wife Asha 
Devi, son Piyush Gar-
asiya, daughter Ur-
vashi, Natwar Garasi-
ya, Mohan Lal Garasiya 
& others were present .

Family protests for return of man’s body
AHEAD OF PUTIN VISIT

lll

Family members 
of Hitendra 
Garasiya, a 
resident of 

Godwa village, 
are protesting at 

Jantar Mantar 
as his body is 

lying in Russia 
for 140 days.

ATTENDED WEDDING IN CITY PALACE

TO TACKLE DELHI LOAD ALSO

4 SOUTH AFRICA RETURNEES IN OMICRON 
SUSPECT LIST, GENOME SEQUENCING AWAITED

OMICRON SCARE

Vikas Sharma 

Jaipur: The four mem-
bers of  a family, who 
travelled from South 
Africa, have been put in 
the category of  Omi-
cron suspects & their 
gemone sequencing re-
ports are expected in 
two days. 

Health Minister Par-
sadi Lal Meena on Fri-
day said he has in-
structed Jaipur CMHO 
Narottam Sharma for 
contact tracing of  all 
the people who came in 
contact with the South 
Africa returnees. 

Medical Education 
Secretary Vaibhav Gal-
riya is monitoring .

Meanwhile, curfew 
in Galiyakot area of  
Dungarpur was im-
posed on Friday after a 
woman tested +ve.

Nine members of  a 
family at Dadi Ka Pha-
tak, Jaipur tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, a few 
days after four of  them 
returned from South 
Africa. The South Afri-
ca returnees have been 
admitted to the hospital 
of  RUHS and swab sam-
ples of  all nine sent for 
genome sequencing at 
SMS. Other 5 have been 
home quarantined. “14 
samples were taken for 
testing from the family, 
nine are positive,” 
Jaipur CMHO Dr Narot-
tam Sharma said.

COVID-19 
UPDATE

9,54,848
TOTAL CASES

21 IN A DAY

9,45,679
TOTAL RECOVERED

8,955
TOTAL DEATHS

0 IN A DAY

214
ACTIVE CASES

109 IN JAIPUR

People getting swab test done at Kanwatia hospital.  —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

l Couple and 2 kids returned 
from SA tested +ve, put in 
Omicron suspect category

l Family had reached 
Jaipur from South Africa 
via Dubai

l Their samples were taken 
after a person tested 
positive in Adarsh Nagar

l Tests were done for 14 
members of the family

l Those tested positive do 
not have Covid symptoms

l Family reached Jaipur 
via Dubai-Mumbai on 
November 25

l Attended a wedding at 
City Palace on Nov 28

l Two Ajitgarh in Sikar 
residents also came in 
contact with them

l Alert issued to CMHO 
Sikar also to trace the 
duo

l Genome sequencing 
report likely in 2 days

l Aircrafts will be able 
to land in visibility 
up to 75 metres.

l Delhi flights are 
mainly diverted to 
Jaipur, Lucknow and 
Amritsar.

l Jaipur airport is ca-
pable of withstand-
ing 9 diversions of 

Delhi at a time.

l There is parking ca-
pacity for 33 aircraft 
at Jaipur.

l 9 Parking Ways with 
Cat 3 B Lighting 
Facility.

l 19 new parking built 
on Tango Taxi

“NO DUTY 
IF NOT 

VACCINATED”
Kota: The Kota 

Railway Board has 
started a campaign 
for vaccination with 
a target of 100 per 
cent vaccination of 
railway personnel. 
For this a slogan 

“No duty if not vac-
cinated” has been 
coined. Under this, 
the personnel who 
do not get vaccinat-
ed will have to reply 
to the notice. They 

will not be allowed to 
be on duty if they do 
not show a vaccina-

tion certificate, said an 
official.

We have 
taken 
report 

from the medi-
cal officers and 
instructed to 
start the process 
of genome se-
quencing in all medical colleges. Offi-
cials have been instructed regarding 
4 corona positive patients from SA 
and contact tracing of all.

—Prasadi Lal Meena, Health Minister

Jaipur airport gears up to 
tackle fog in days ahead

Guv releases short 
film based on dyslexia

RAS Pre: HC 
seeks reply 
from RPSC 

Loha Mandi 
Scheme: JDA 
seeks relief

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: With onset of  
the winters, fog can 
knock in state at any 
time affecting travel 
plans. The Jaipur air-
port administration has 
completed preparations 
so that the flight opera-
tions are not affected.

Not only regular op-
eration of  flights in 
Jaipur will be possible, 
but flights diverted 
from Delhi will also be 
handled easily. At pre-
sent, an average of  57 
flights are operating 
daily from here. Actu-
ally, the runway for the 
landing of  big jumbo jet 
aircrafts is 11,500 feet in 
length. With this, planes 
can be landed even in 
runway visibility of  
only 75 meters.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Governor 
Kalraj Mishra on Fri-
day released the short 
film B for Doll on dys-
lexia produced and di-
rected by Dr Manisha 
Gaur, clinical psycholo-
gist from Ajmer. 

After seeing this film, 
which was screened for 
the first time in Raj 
Bhavan, the Governor 
said that the film will 
prove to be a milestone 
in creating a general 
public awareness, espe-
cially among the par-
ents, about this problem 
of  children suffering 
from the disability of  
reading and writing 
and its solution. 

Following the Corona 
protocol, 10 people were 
allowed in the pro-
gramme of  the first 

screening of  the film.
Senior Psychiatrist 

Dr Shiv Gautam, Dr 
Navendu Gaur, Dr Gau-
tam, Dr Manasvi Gau-
tam, Dr Anita Gautam, 
Dr Medhavi Dixit, Dr 
Mahima Sharma, and 
Dr Manushree Sharma 
participated in the pro-
gramme. Dr Manasvi 
Gautam, expressed 
gratitude to the Gover-
nor and the visitors. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Hearing the pe-
tition alleging wrong 
evaluation of  answers 
in the RAS Pre-Exam 
papers, a Bench of  the 
HC on Friday served a 
notice to RPSC to sub-
mit its explanation by 
December 17.
Petitioners Ankit Shar-
ma and others through 
their lawyer Ram 
Pratap Saini pleaded 
before Justice Mahen-
dra Kumar Goyal of  the 
Bench that RPSC had 
published the model an-
swer keys and invited 
objections from the as-
pirants. In response, the 
aspirants had sent ob-
jections to 10 answers.
However, RPSC did not 
accept objections & 
published another an-
swer keys and results.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Jaipur Devel-
opment Authority has 
forwarded a proposal to 
the state government 
seeking various relaxa-
tions in the conditions 
of  compensation for the 
affected people of  Loha 
Mandi scheme here.
The JDA has received 
several cases where the 
trader is a tenant and 
has documentary proof  
of  doing business but 
they do not have rent 
deed for some reason.

PROTESTING FOR JOB: VILLAGERS PELT 
STONE AT POLICE, CONSTABLE GETS HURT

COVID PATIENT FROM ALWAR FLEES 
FROM SMS TRAUMA CENTRE 

AJMER ROAD SCHOOL STUDENT TESTS 
POSITIVE, 6 NEW CASES IN JAIPUR

COUNCILLOR OF KOTA SOUTH MUNICIPAL 
CORP SUSPENDED OVER BRIBE OF `5K

KOTA COACHING: POLICE STARTS HELP 
CENTRE TO GIVE SAFE ENVIRONMENT

Jodhpur: In a bid to get employment in a solar plant by 
the name of Hero Future Energy being set up in Dedasari 
village, the villagers attacked the police team on Friday. 
The local people demanded employment in this plant while 
some people put pressure on the company that all the 
contracts related to construction work should be given to 
them. The person desirous of taking the contract had put 
pressure on the officers of the company many times. On 
Thursday people had gathered and staged a demonstra-
tion. On Friday morning, the police got information of 
gathering. SHO Derawar Singh reached the spot with team. 
As soon as he reached the spot, people who came in 5-7 
vehicles started pelting stones at police and the people of 
the company. Constable Shravan suffered injuries.

A Covid positive patient admitted to the trauma centre 
of SMS Hospital ran away from the hospital without 

informing the authorities. According to the report 
received from Jaipur CMHO, a patient who came from 
Alwar in SMS Hospital was admitted to the Trauma 
Centre on Thursday. The corona sample of that patient 
was taken, whose report came positive on Friday. As 
soon as the medical team reached him, it came to know 
that the patient left the hospital without informing. The 
medical team has now given its report to the police and 
search for the patient has started.

Astudent of a private school on Ajmer Road was 
found positive on Friday. According to the report 

received from Jaipur CMHO, 6 cases were recorded 
in Jaipur. Three patients have been found in Udaipur, 
4 in Bikaner, 4 in Alwar and one each in Ajmer, Dausa 
and Nagaur. The number of active cases of corona in 
the state increased to 214 on Friday. The maximum 
number of patients in this is 109 in Jaipur. There are 
26 active cases in Ajmer, 23 in Bikaner, 11 in Alwar, 
Udaipur. Cases have been rising in the city with each 
passing days.

Kota: A Congress councillor of Kota South Municipal 
Corporation has been suspended under the Municipality 
Act. The LSG Department issued orders to suspend the 
councillor of Ward 10, Kamal Meena after he was found 
involved in the bribery case and was caught by the ACB 
taking a bribe of Rs 5,000 in July. The order of suspension 
said that Kamal Meena can influence the investigation and 
witnesses while in office. His personal clerk Sunil Gurjar 
was also arrested. This was the first case in the history of 
Kota when the councillor was caught. The councilor had 
demanded this bribe from the sweeper as a monthly bond 
in lieu of filling his attendance. The accused councillor also 
demanded a bribe from the sweeper to get the salary.

Kota: In a unique initiative, the police have started a help 
centre with an aim of providing a safe environment to 
the students attending coaching classes in this ‘Career 
City’. The centre was opened in Indra Vihar on Friday in 
association with the Urban Improvement Trust (UIT) and 
Elon Students’ Welfare Society (ESWS). City SP Dr Vikash 
Pathak, ASPs Praveen Jain and Rajesh Meel, RPS Ankit 
Jain and Elon Career Institute director Naveen Maheshwari 
inaugurated the centre. Jawahar Nagar SHO Ram Kishan 
Verma, ESWS chairman Mukesh Sarswat and local coun-
cillor Yogendra Sharma were present on the occasion.

NEWS DIGEST

Naveen Maheshwari, Ram Kishan Verma, Dr Vikash Pathak, 
Praveen Jain, Rajesh Meel, Ankit Jain, and Mukesh Sarswat.

FLOOR RESERVED FOR OMICRON 
PATIENTS, 60 HIGH FLOW O2 BEDS

The 5th floor of the RUHS Hospital has been 
reserved for Omicron suspected patients or 

positive patients. There are 60 high flow oxygen 
general beds. A 
unit of 20 beds 
is also been 
reserved for 
Omicron patients 
in the ICU sec-
tion on the third 
floor. Super-
intendent Dr. 
Ajit Singh said 
that 10 patients 

of Covid are admitted in the hospital but no one 
needs oxygen support. Six patients are normal and 
they will be discharged in a day or two.

FLIGHT DELAY 
CREATE RUCKUS

AIRPORT WEIGHING 
MACHINE BANNED

SpiceJet flight pas-
sengers on Friday 

protested at Jaipur 
airport due to excessive 

delay of flight SG-696 
from Jaipur to Chennai. 

The flight leaves from 
Jaipur at 7:20 pm but 

was delayed till 
12:40 pm. 

Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs De-

partment, on Friday, while 
checking the weighing 
instrument being operated 
at Sanganer International 
Airport, after finding irreg-
ularities at a counter, the 
whipping instrument was 
stopped on the spot and 
banned till re-verification.

Family members protested outside Russian Embassy on Thursday
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

The mind acts like an 
enemy for those who do 

not control it.
—Bhagavad Gita

IN-DEPTH

Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh

I pay my respects to the first President 
of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad ji on his 
Jayanti. He was a renowned scholar, 

lawyer and a great freedom fighter who 
would always be remembered for his 

distinguished contributions to our nation. 
I offer my heartfelt tributes to him.

Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal

Govt. has increased procurement of 
rice year-on-year. In Telangana, we 

have increased procurement from ~75 
Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT) in KMS 
2019-20 to ~95 LMT in KMS 2020-

21. The Govt is responsive to farmers 
interests & procurement done under 

MSP has increased manifold.

TOP TWEETS

TOTAL SOLAR 
ECLIPSE ONLY 
IN ANTARCTICA

ecember 4 eclipse 
will be the last solar 
eclipse of  the year 
and Antarctica will 
be the only place to 

witness a Total Solar Eclipse. 
The Sun hasn’t set in Antarctica 
since October. Earth’s southern-
most continent is currently ex-
periencing a long summer’s day, 
one that stretches from mid-Oc-
tober until early April.

But on Saturday, darkness will 
sweep across ice of  West Antarc-
tica. The path of  totality crosses 
the Argentine, British and Chil-
ean Antarctic Territories (which 
consist of  overlapping regions), 
as well as the unclaimed terri-
tory known as Marie Byrd Land. 
Areas along the path will experi-
ence almost 2 minutes of  dark-
ness in the otherwise months-
long stretch of  daylight.

This Solar Eclipse is a polar 
eclipse that will not be visible 
from India. Meanwhile, the 
southern tips of  South America, 
Africa, Australia and New Zea-
land will see a fairly minor par-
tial eclipse. For South America 
and Africa, the eclipse will be in 
the early morning; for Australia 
and New Zealand it will happen 
as the Sun is setting.  

THECONVERSATION.COM

D

esearchers around 
the world are try-
ing to work out 
whether existing 
COVID vaccines 

protect us from the latest var-
iant, Omicron. The worst-case 
scenario is the virus has mu-
tated so much in the crucial 
parts of  its genome that it can 
escape COVID vaccines de-
signed to protect us from ear-
lier versions of  the virus – 
with devastating consequenc-
es globally.

But it’s too soon to panic. 
And vaccines may end up pro-
tecting us against Omicron 
after all, as they have done 
with earlier variants.

WHO says it will take us 
another two to four weeks to 
figure out what’s going on. 
The reason Omicron has 
caused global alarm is due to 

the number of  new muta-
tions throughout the genome 
of  SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID.

This data, coupled with 
real world data on the rapid 
rise in Omicron cases in 
South Africa, prompted the 
WHO to designate Omicron a 
“variant of  concern” on No-
vember 26. Omicron has now 

been detected in several other 
countries. We’ve already seen 
some Omicron mutations in 
other variants.

Individually, some of  these 
mutations have been associ-
ated with resistance to neu-
tralising antibodies. In other 
words, these mutations help 
the virus evade recognition 
by an immune system primed 
with a COVID vaccine. Some 
of  these individual muta-
tions have also been linked 
with increased transmissibil-
ity of  virus from one person 
to another. However, Omicron 
has many unique mutations. 
For instance, on the spike 
protein, the protein used in 
many current vaccines, Omi-
cron has about 30 mutations 
compared with the virus that 
came out of  Wuhan. 

THECONVERSATION.COM

WHY IT’S TOO SOON TO 
PANIC ABOUT OMICRON

Investigating the way 
these multiple

mutations interact with 
one another, rather than 
individually, will be 
key to understanding 
how Omicron behaves 

compared with 
other variants

R

THE HISTORY
he one, who conquered the 
blue waters, conquered the 
world. History is testimony 
to the fact that any ruler, who 
went on to become an emper-
or, always had a strong Navy. 
India was a super power in 
the ancient times. The Chola 
Navy was considered one of  
the strongest navies of  its 
time and one of  the major 
reasons behind the Chola’s 
economic supremacy. Su-
premacy of  Navy stands true 
even in the 21st Century. If  
India has to become a super 
power again in 21st Century, 
it will have to build a blue wa-
ter Navy capable of  dominat-
ing the Indo-Pacific Region

INDIA’S GEOSTRATEGIC 
LOCATION
The Indo-Pacific is increas-
ingly becoming a geostrategic 
focal point on the globe. The 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
holds great relevance in the 
emerging world order of  21st 
Century, in terms of  econom-
ic growth, natural resources, 
as well as major sea lines of  
communication. Being geo-
graphically and economically 
central to the IOR, any geo-
economic contestations will 
have a huge impact on India. 
While China is aiming to se-

cure access to strategic ports 
to gain an economic and stra-
tegic advantage, India’s role 
in the region is increasingly 
seen as a protector of  the in-
ternational order, particular-
ly as it pertains to maintain-
ing open sea lanes and the 
freedom of  navigation.

PIVOTAL ROLE OF 
INDIAN NAVY   
India needs a modern Navy 
to protect its maritime inter-
ests and shoulder additional 
responsibilities, particularly 
in the current geo-political 
and security situation that 
prevails in the Indo-Pacific 
Ocean Region.  

The Navy is striving to ad-
dress the capability voids in 
areas such as aircraft carriers, 
tankers, landing platform 
docks, mine countermeasures 
vessels, submarines and inte-
gral helicopters. We are also 
enhancing our surveillance 
capabilities through induc-
tion of  long-range maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft, inte-
gral helicopters and high-alti-
tude long-endurance aircraft 
or remotely piloted aircraft. 
The focus has been to augment 
capability through induction 
of  modern platforms, weap-
ons and sensors. India also 
need to enhance it’s ability to 
conduct surveillance and max-
imize its maritime domain 
awareness. Some baby steps 
have been taken by Indian 
Navy towards Blue Waters, 
however, the national focus on 
blue waters has to go beyond 
rhetoric and start action on 
ground. Unfortunately, India 

spends just about 15 per cent 
of  its total military expendi-
ture on its navy, far lower than 
its peers in the QUAD.  

INCREASING FOOTPRINTS 
IN BLUE WATERS
Role of  A&N Command.   In-
dia positioned it’s first tri 
services command at Port 
Blair, Andaman & Nicobar 
island. The primary aim   
was to  place a command and 
communication structure at 
the islands,  with reasonable 
logistics facilities. The role 
can be suitably enhanced 
when the need arises.

Offshore Bases.   India is 
increasing it’s footprints in 
the blue waters of  Indo-Pacif-
ic Ocean region. Strategical-
ly located islands in the In-
dian Ocean  are crucial for 
domination of  blue waters 
and safeguarding the coun-

try’s maritime natural re-
sources.  These islands also 
provide an opportunity for 
coordinated and joint anti-
submarine warfare missions 
for both the Indian and the 
Pacific Oceans. Logistics 
bases are being built with 
other friendly countries at 
Cocos islands (Australia), As-
sumption Island (Seychelles), 
Alagela (Mauritius), Mada-
gascar and Djibouti ( Japan).

MARITIME 
COLLABORATION  
India has also held multilat-
eral naval exercises   in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands with 16 other countries  
and in the Rim of  the Pacific 
Exercise (RIMPAC), sailing 
alongside the Australian, 
Japanese, and U.S. naval forc-
es.    Maritime collaboration 
and multilateral naval exer-
cise with QUAD member 
countries, conveyed the right 
signals to the world.   

WAY AHEAD
India is set to be a significant 
player in the global maritime 
pecking order for the 21st 
century, with a substantive 
‘blue water navy’ ready for  
operating in various long 
range deep water settings. As 
per Maritime Capability Per-
spective Plan, the Indian 
Navy aims to have 200 ships, 
500 aircraft and 24 attack sub-
marines, they said. At pre-
sent, the Navy has around 132 
ships, 220 aircraft and 15 sub-
marines. We also require 
atleast three aircraft carri-
ers. The Navy has been re-
questing for additional funds 
since long to  become battle-
ready for blue waters.  The 
focus should be rapid capa-
bility expansion by indige-
nous construction, self-reli-
ance, public and private sec-
tor participation under ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’ mission.  

Indian Navy is the key in-
strument of  power for India 
as emerging Super Power. It 
needs to transform itself  to 
become capable of  governing 
two oceans, the Indian Ocean 
as well the Pacific.  The Indi-
an Navy with its current pro-
fessionalism and future plans 
has the potential to enhance 
India’s image, in the future.  
The Indian Navy has created   
a niche for itself  by   exhibit-
ing its   professionalism and 
contributions towards nation 
building. The grateful nation 
acknowledges it with a stand-
ing applause and salutes the 
Sea Warriors on the NAVY 
DAY-04 December.   

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

INDIAN NAVY:
SENTINELS OF THE SEA
NAVY DAY

T

At present, the Navy has 
around 132 ships, 220 

aircraft and 15 submarines. 
We also require atleast 

three aircraft carriers. The 
Navy has been requesting 

for additional funds 
since long to  become battle-

ready for blue waters. The 
focus should be rapid 

capability expansion by 
indigenous construction, 
self-reliance, public and 

private sector participation 
under ‘Atmanirbhar 

Bharat’ mission

Indian Navy is the key 
instrument of power 
for India as emerging 
Super Power. It needs 
to transform itself to 
become capable of 

governing two oceans, 
the Indian Ocean as

well the Pacific. Indian 
Navy with its current 
professionalism & 
future plans has 

potential to enhance 
India’s image, in future

MAJ GEN 
CP SINGH, RETD

The writer is a scholar soldier accredited 
with MA, MSc, LLB, MBA, M Phil (Def Mgt) 
and M Phil (International Strategic Affairs)



To Receive Free NewspaperNewspaper
PDF DailyPDF Daily

Whatsapp:
http://bit.ly/whatsappjpr

Telegram:
https://t.me/firstindiajaipur

Click the above link☝ & subscribe us on your 

preferred platform.

http://bit.ly/whatsappjpr
https://t.me/joinchat/OB7EwN1SZE84ZWM1


INDIA
JAIPUR | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021

05
www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia

Rakesh Ranjan

New Delhi: Former Fi-
nance Secretary Ajay 
Bhushan Pande is 
back. 

In his new Avtaar, he 
is leading a special 
three-member commit-
tee to appraise afresh 
the current standards 
for defining economi-
cally weaker sections. 
Since this is a highly 
sensitive political is-
sue, Pande’s appoint-

ment on the committee 
could be seen as GoI’s 
expression or reitera-
tion of  confidence in 
him.

The committee was 
set up end-November 
at the initiative of  the 
Ministry of  Social Jus-
tice and Empower-
ment. Besides Pande 
who is heading the 
committee, Prof  V K 
Malhotra (Member 
Secretary of  ICSSR) 
and Sanjeev Sanyal 

(Principal Economic 
Advisor to Govern-
ment of  India) are its 
two other members. 

The return of  Pande 
shows that, contrary 
to what many believed 
prior to the notifica-
tion issued on Novem-
ber 30, 2021, he was 
never completely out 
of  favor with the ad-
ministration. It is 
clear that he retained 
his communication 
channel with the ad-

ministration alive, de-
spite what many be-
lieved was a snub 

when before the FY22 
budget, he was allowed 
to retire on February 
28, 2021, without giv-
ing him even the nor-
mal extension given to 
a Finance Secretary 
designate (Revenue 
Secretary) in case he is 
retiring on the budget-
eve. DEA secretary 
Tarun Bajaj was given 
the additional respon-
sibility of  revenue and 
Pande was shown the 
door. 

It is believed that the 
administration might 
not have snubbed Pan-
de if  it had not bought 
the viewpoint that 
Pande, in more than 
one way, was directly 
responsible for the ex-
ecution of  the new IT 
portal whose function-
ing was badly disrupt-
ed through and after 
his tenure ended. 

Perhaps the admin-
istration has now sof-
tened its views on Pan-

de in view of  the expo-
sure of  a lot of  techni-
cal information that 
showed that the glitch-
es in the IT portal had 
a lot more to do with 
the input modeling 
and integration of  the 
old and new operating 
systems. Probably 
these facts made the 
administration ab-
solve Pande of  his pur-
ported negligence and 
helped restore its old 
confidence in him.

TASKED TO LEAD A SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
EX-FINANCE SECRETARY PANDE IS BACK...

RS PROCEEDINGS ON TRACK, HOUSE 
TAKES UP 17 MATTERS IN ZERO HOUR

WINTER  
SESSION

New Delhi: Facing pan-
demonium for the last 
four days, the proceed-
ings of  the Rajya Sabha 
on Friday returned on 
track as the Upper 
House took 17 matters 
in Zero Hour and five 
Special Mentions.

With a few incidents 
of  a verbal spat between 
treasury benches and 
the Opposition mem-
bers as well as initial 
attempts of  TRS mem-
bers to show protest 
seeking national policy 
on foodgrains procure-
ment, legal guarantee 
for MSP, & the function-
ing of  the Upper House 
was smooth. The first 
one hour, in which pa-
pers were laid on the 
table and the Zero Hour 
was completed, was 
mostly peaceful barring 
minor spat as compared 
to previous occasions 
since November 29 
when the Winter Ses-
sion started.

Even Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu men-
tioned it and lauded the 

supportive attitude of  
all the members of  the 
House.

“A total of  17 matters 
were taken in Zero 
Hour and five Special 
Mentions were heard as 
a result of  peaceful en-

vironment in the 
House,” Naidu said.

The Chairman said 
all members got a 
chance to speak during 
the proceedings.

Thanking all mem-
bers, Naidu also as-

sured to give chance to 
everyone if  they will 
continue maintaining 
the decorum of  the 
House like this.

“Operation depends 
on cooperation...,” 
Naidu said.

This was the first day 
since the Winter Ses-
sion assembled when 
RS was adjourned for 
lunch otherwise the Up-
per House could not 
function properly for 
the last four days due to 

various adjournments 
followed by the ruckus 
created by Opposition 
parties like Congress, 
DMK, AAP, Left, and 
TMC  demanding revo-
cation of  suspension of  
12 MPs.  —ANI

New Delhi: Union 
Health Minister Dr 
Mansukh Mandaviya 
informed Lok Sabha on 
Friday that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-
led government has re-
frained from blaming 
the previous govern-
ments for the weak 
health infrastructure 
but has been working to 
strengthen it and added 
that the nation got COV-
ID-19 vaccine within a 
year.

“Under Modi Govt, 
work is going on to 
strengthen weak health 
infrastructure. Without 
blaming previous gov-
ernments that ignored 
health infrastructure, 
the Government 
worked for results. In 
the last two years, deci-
sions under the leader-
ship of  Prime Minister 
Modi show that this 
government works with 
willpower and not pow-
er,” he said during a dis-
cussion on COVID-19 
management. “3.46 
crore corona cases have 
been reported in India 

and 4.6 Lakh people 
died - this is 1.36 per 
cent of  total cases. 
25,000 cases and 340 
deaths per million pop-
ulation reported in In-
dia - this is one of  the 
lowest in the world,” he 
said reacting to the Op-
position’s attack on the 
Centre for not revealing 
the actual number of  
covid-19 fatalities dur-
ing the second wave.

The Winter session 
which began on Nov 29 
is likely to conclude on 
December 23.  —ANI

‘Modi govt enhancing 
health infra without 
blaming previous govts’ 

Chairman  Naidu lauds the supportive 
attitude of all members of the House

The Zero Hour was completed, was 
mostly peaceful barring minor spat

BJP MPs holding placards stage a protest in front of Mahatma Gandhi statue against the Opposition 
MPs for their ‘unruly’ behaviour in the Parliament, in New Delhi on Friday. 

Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare Mansukh Mandaviya 
speaks in LS during the Winter Session of Parliament on Friday.

“3.46 crore co-
rona cases 
have been re-

ported in India and 
4.6 Lakh people died - 
this is 1.36 per cent of 
total cases. 25,000 
cases and 340 deaths 
per million popula-
tion reported in India 
- this is one of the low-
est in the world.”

—Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, 
Union Health Minister

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha was adjourned till Monday, 
on Friday, the fifth day of the ongoing winter ses-
sion of Parliament. Earlier today, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) MPs staged a protest in Parliament 
against the ‘unruly’ behaviour of the Opposition 
parties. Meanwhile, Opposition MPs protested at 
the Gandhi statue in Parliament against the suspen-
sion of 12 Rajya Sabha MPs. Since the commence-
ment of the winter session of the Parliament on 
Monday, there have been continuous disruptions in 
the functioning of both Houses. —ANI

RAJYA SABHA ADJOURNED TILL MONDAY

“A total of 17 matters were 
taken in Zero Hour and 
five Special Mentions were 

heard as a result of peaceful envi-
ronment in the House.”

—M Venkaiah Naidu, RS Chairman

New Delhi: Union health minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya on Friday urged opposition parties 
to stop doing politics over the deaths related 
to the shortage of oxygen during the deadly 
second wave of the coronavirus pandemic in 
the country. While replying to a question from 
the opposition on the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Union health minister asked them to “take 
note” of the efforts taken by the Centre in 
mitigating the crisis. “Sadly, even in such a 
situation, many people did not refrain from 
playing politics. I appeal, take note of our hon-
est efforts. This is not a subject of politics,” he  
said during Question Hour in Lok Sabha. —ANI

New Delhi: BJP MPs staged a protest in Parlia-
ment on Friday against the ‘unruly’ behaviour 
of the Opposition parties. On the other hand, 
Opposition MPs protested against the suspen-
sion of 12 Rajya Sabha MPs. Since the com-
mencement of the winter session of the Parlia-
ment on Monday, there have been continuous 
disruptions in the functioning of both Houses. 
In a move that angered the Opposition and set 
the stage for acrimonious exchanges, a dozen 
members of Opposition parties in Rajya Sabha 
were suspended from the winter session on the 
very first day on Monday following a motion 
brought in by the government. —ANI

NOT A SUBJECT OF POLITICS: MIN 
TO OPPN OVER COVID DEATHS

BJP MPs PROTEST AT PARL OVER 
‘UNRULY’ OPPN BEHAVIOUR

CAA FUNDAMENTALLY ANTI-NATIONAL, 
TARGETS A COMMUNITY: THAROOR

OPPN OPPOSES INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
AMENDING TENURE OF CBI, ED CHIEFS

New Delhi: Joining the Opposition MPs in 
their protest inside Parliament premises, 
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
“Gandhi is an epitome of peace, non-violence, 
unity and harmony not only for our nation but 
for the world. Right of staging demonstration 
at the feet of Gandhi statue is being denied by 
BJP. They are snatching rights of not only the 
opposition but also the rights of people.” —ANI

BJP SNATCHING RIGHTS OF 
OPPN, PUBLIC: ADHIR RANJAN

New Delhi: Terming Citizenship (Amendment) Act ‘fun-
damentally anti-national’, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
alleged, ““I hope they will think very long and hard be-
fore doing anything so foolish. It will needlessly divide 
the country. I will urge government not to recklessly 
endanger nation’s social harmony,” he added. —ANI

New Delhi: The Opposition opposed the introduction 
of The Central Vigilance Commission (Amendment) 
Bill, 2021 and the Delhi Special Police Establishment 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, which seek amendment in the 
tenure of the Director ED and CBI respectively, terming 
them to be against the law. —ANI

1 2

Mumbai: Former Po-
lice Commissioner of  
Mumbai Param Bir 
Singh, who was sus-
pended from the servic-
es, refused to accept the 
suspension order on 
technical grounds.

According to sources, 
Singh, who was holding 
office as Director Gen-
eral Home Guards, has 
refused to accept sus-
pension order signed by 
the DGP on the ground 
that as per seniority, the 
suspension order 
should be served to him 
by the Additional Chief  
Secretary, Home.

The has threatened to 
go to court against ille-

gal suspension.The or-
der said, “In exercise of  
power conferred under 
All India Services (Dis-
ciple & Appeal) Rules, 
1969, the Government 
of  Maharashtra hereby 
places Param Bir Singh 
under suspension with 
immediate effect from 
date of  this order, until 
further orders.” —PTI

New Delhi: The Patiala 
House Court’s Sessions 
Judge on Friday dis-
missed petition of  
Ansal Brothers and 3 
other persons sought 
suspension of  sentence 
in tampering with evi-
dence in the 1997 Up-
haar fire tragedy case 
during the pendency of  
their appeal.

The Additional Ses-
sion Judge Anil Antil 
refused to grant suspen-
sion of  sentence of  all 
accused, presently 
lodged in Tihar jail. The 
court fixed the date Feb-
ruary 23, 2022, for a 
hearing on appeals. —PTI

New Delhi: An inter-
vention application (IA) 
was moved in Delhi 
High Court seeking di-
rection for the registra-
tion of  same-sex mar-
riage either under reli-
gion-neutral law or un-
der secular law.

The court listed the 
matter for further hear-
ing on February 3, 2022, 
with the pending mat-
ters. The application, 
filed by Sanjeev Newar, 
Swati Goel Sharma for 
their organization Sewa 
Nyay Utthan Founda-
tion through Advocate 
Shashank Shekhar Jha, 
states that in the matter 
of  recognition of  same-
sex marriage, the mar-
riage either be regis-
tered under secular law 
like Special Marriage 
Act or must be allowed 
under all religious laws 
such as Muslim Mar-
riage Law and Sikhs’ 
Anand Marriage Act. It 
must be made religion-
neutral.          —ANI

Param refuses suspension 
order, to move court 

Uphaar case: 
Court junks 
Ansals’ plea 

PIL in HC: 
Don’t allow 
same sex 
marriages 

CBI cases: Spl 
judges’ power 
challenged 

Antilia case: 
Gaur moves 
Bombay HC

New Delhi: The juris-
diction of  special judg-
es trying Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation 
(CBI) cases in newly set 
up Rouse Avenue Court 
in New Delhi was chal-
lenged on Thursday.

During the hearing, 
Vijay Aggarwal appear-
ing for M/s Prakash 
Industries raised the 
issue regarding juris-
diction. 

He submitted that the 
power is available with 
the Central government 
and not with the High 
Court of  Delhi or Dis-
trict Judge.  —ANI

Mumbai: Alleged 
cricket bookie and fake 
sim supplier arrested in 
the Antilia bomb scare 
case and businessman 
Mansukh Hiren death 
case, Naresh Gaur, has 
moved the Bombay HC 
challenging stay on bail 
granted by the special 
NIA court in Mumbai.

On Nov 20, a Special 
Court granted him bail, 
It, however, stayed its 
own order for 25 days 
after prosecution re-
quested for same, say-
ing it wished to chal-
lenge the bail before an 
appellate court. —PTI

Param Bir Singh

Ajay Bhushan Pande

PM to inaugurate devp 
projects in U’khand today
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
will inaugurate and lay 
the foundation stones 
of  multiple projects 
worth around Rs. 18,000 
crore including Delhi-
Dehradun Economic 
Corridor on Saturday 
in Dehradun, the Minis-
try of  Road Transport 
and Highways said.

A significant focus of  
PM’s visit to the state 
will be on projects to im-
prove road infra, which 
will make travel smooth 
and safer and increase 
tourism in the region, 
the ministry said. This 
is in line with the vision 

of  PM Modi to boost 
connectivity in the are-
as which were once con-
sidered far-flung. The 
total number of  ongoing 
works for the develop-
ment of  National High-
ways in Uttarakhand is 
83 which are targeted to 
be completed between 
2021 and 2023. —PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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New Delhi: Two 
months after India re-
quested Pakistan to al-
low transportation of  
food grains to Afghani-
stan via land route, Is-
lamabad told New Delhi 
Friday that it will allow 
“Afghan trucks” for 
transportation of  wheat 
and life-saving medi-
cines.

The decision was con-
veyed by the Pakistan’s 
foreign ministry to In-
dian diplomats in Is-
lamabad.

A statement by Paki-

stan’s foreign ministry 
said, “With a view to 
further facilitate Paki-
stan’s decision to allow 
transportation of  50,000 
MT (metric tonnes) of  
wheat and life-saving 
medicines from India to 
Afghanistan via Wagah 
border on an exception-
al basis for humanitar-
ian purposes, it has 
been decided to also al-
low the use of  Afghan 
trucks for transporta-
tion from Wagah border 
to Torkham.”

The Pakistan foreign 

ministry said that this 
“demonstrates the com-
mitment and serious-
ness of  the government 

of  Pakistan to facilitate 
the proposed humani-
tarian assistance”.

“The Indian govern-

ment was also urged to 
proceed quickly to take 
necessary steps to expe-
ditiously undertake the 
delivery of  the humani-
tarian assistance to Af-
ghanistan,” it said.

Meanwhile, there 
was no official response 
to Pakistan’s decision 
from New Delhi, but the 
MEA spokesperson has 
on several occasions 
said that there cannot 
be conditionalities at-
tached to humanitarian 
assistance.

 —Agencies

Pak to allow Afghan trucks to ferry wheat, 
life-saving drugs from India to Kabul

Since 2014, both farmers and 
farming have prospered: Tomar
According to the survey, a total of 12.5 crore farmers have come under govt scheme
New Delhi : Agricul-
ture Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar on Friday 
informed the Rajya Sab-
ha that both “farmers 
and farming have pros-
pered since 2014”, the 
year when the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) 
established a clear ma-
jority on its own in the 
Lok Sabha elections.

Replying during the 
Question Hour in Parlia-
ment during the ongoing 
Winter Session, Tomar 
said doubling of  Kishan 
Credit Card increasing 
of  Minimum Support 
Price to farmers that is 
at least 1.5 times the cost 
of  production across all 
commodities and PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Scheme are among vari-
ous other steps taken by 
the Modi government 
so far for the welfare of  
the farmers.Respond-
ing to a question on PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Scheme, the Minister 
said, “It is a continuous 
scheme and the farmers 
have to verify them-
selves to get the benefits 
of  the scheme”. The 
Minister said the Cen-
tre has provided a sum 
amounting to around 

Rs 1.60 lakh crore to 
around 11.5 cr farmer 
families under the PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Scheme so far. Tomar 
said a total of  12.5 crore 
farmers have come un-
der the ambit of  the 
scheme as per the sur-
vey and 11.5 cr farmers 
have availed its benefit 
so far and the remain-
ing farmers will be soon 
covered under it. “Both 
the farmers and farm-
ing have grown towards 
prosperity since 2014.

‘No record’ of farmers’ death 
statement: Rahul slams govt
New Delhi: Cong lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day slammed the Modi 
govt for stating that it 
had “no record” of  
farmers’ deaths during 
the farm laws agitation 
and accused it of  being 
“insensitive” and “ar-
rogant”. 

Gandhi said the Pun-
jab govt is not responsi-
ble for the deaths of  the 
farmers during the 
farm laws agitation but 
still paid Rs 5 lakh com-
pensation to the fami-
lies of  403 deceased 

farmers in the state. He 
said the Cong also has a 
list of  100 farmers from 
outside Punjab who 
died during the farm 
laws agitation and an-
other list of  about 200 
deceased farmers.Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar

KANGANA RANAUT’S CAR STOPPED BY PROTESTING 
FARMERS NEAR KIRATPUR IN PUNJAB
Punjab: Actor Kangana Ranaut was briefl y 
stopped by farmers at Bunga Sahib to protest 
against her comments allegedly during the 
farmer agitation, on the Ropar-Manali High-
way, here on Friday. The actress was going 
in her car from Himachal Pradesh towards 
Chandigarhto celebrate her sister’s birthday 
with her family.The members of Bharatiya 
Kisan Union reportedly were following her 
from Bilaspur and when she reached Bunga 
Sahib, the protesters, including a large num-
ber of women, sat in front of her car.

Modi: India 2nd to none in 
adopting tech innovations
New Delhi: PM Naren-
dra Modi on Friday said 
that India has proved to 
the world that it is sec-
ond to none when it 
comes to adopting tech-
nology or innovating 
around it. His remarks 
came while inaugurat-
ing InFinity Forum via 
video conferencing, the 
PM said that Transfor-
mational initiatives un-
der Digital India have 
opened doors for inno-
vative Fintech solu-
tions to be applied in 
governance. 

“Last year, in India, 
mobile payments ex-
ceeded ATM cash with-
drawals for the first time. 
Fully digital banks, with-
out any physical branch 
offices, are already a re-
ality and may become 
commonplace in less 
than a decade,” Modi 
said. “We believe in shar-
ing our experiences and 
expertise with the world 
and learning from them 
as well. Our Digital Pub-
lic Infrastructure solu-
tions can improve the 
lives of  citizens around 
the world,” the PM said. 
The event was hosted by 
International Financial 
Services Centres Au-
thority (IFSCA), under 
the aegis of  the Govt of  
India.  InFinity Forum 

will bring together the 
leading minds of  the 
world in policy, busi-
ness, and technology to 
discuss how technology 

and innovation can be 
leveraged by the Fin-
Tech industry for inclu-
sive growth and serving 
humanity at large.

PM Modi wishes people of Goa on 
Day of Feast of St Francis Xavier
New Delhi : Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday greet-
ed the people of  Goa 
on the occasion of  
the Feast of  St. Fran-
cis Xavier. “Best 
wishes to my sisters 
and brothers of  Goa 
on the day of  the 
Feast of  St. Francis 
Xavier. May this occa-
sion further the spir-
it of  harmony and 

brotherhood in our 
society,” the Prime 
Minister tweeted. 
The festival is cele-
brated to mark the 
death anniversary of  
St. Francis Xavier. It 
is one of  the most im-
portant festivals for 
the Goans. The festi-
val is celebrated with 
devotion and enthu-
siasm every year on 
December 3.  —ANI

ISLAMIC STATE 
CLAIMS FOR 
ATTACK ON COP

BDL ARMY SIGN 
CONTRACTS TO 
SUPPLY MISSILES

NGT DIRECTS CPCB 
TO ISSUE DIRECTIONS 
TO RO MAKERS 

KERALA HC CANCELS 
APPOINTMENT OF 
LATE LEADER’S SON

Srinagar:  The Islamic 
State (IS) terror group 
has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack on 
a traffi c policeman in 
the old city area here in 
Jammu and Kashmir last 
evening. The Amaq News 
Agency of Islamic State 
has claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack. A video 
clip of the attack was 
also released by Amaq. 
The claim could not be 
independently verifi ed. 
On Wed evening, an un-
armed traffi c policeman 
on duty at Rajouri Kadal 
was fi red upon with a 
pistol by a militant. 

Telangana: Bharat Dy-
namics Limited (BDL) and 
the Indian Army signed a 
contract worth Rs 471.41 
crore for the refurbish-
ment of IGLA-1M mis-
siles, said a press release. 
After the Refurbishment, 
a fresh lease of life will be 
given to the missile for a 
period of ten years. The 
value of the Contract is Rs 
471.41 Crore, which was 
signed on Wednesday in 
New Delhi. The Company, 
in addition to carrying 
out refurbishment, deals 
with the manufacture and 
supply of Guided Missiles 
and associated equip-
ments.

New Delhi: The Na-
tional Green Tribunal 
has directed the Cen-
tral Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) to issue 
directions to all RO 
manufacturers ban-
ning water purifiers 
where the level of total 
dissolved solids (TDS) 
in water is below 500 
milligrams per litre. A 
bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel 
also asked the CPCB 
to issue directions 
on management of 
RO rejects, including 
cartridges. 

Kochi: Nair, a fi rst time 
legislator after be-
ing elected from the 
Chenganoor Assembly 
constituency in the 2016 
Assembly polls, passed 
away in 2018 following 
health issues. Vijayan, 
in a surprise decision, 
decided to appoint Nair’s 
son R.Prasanth as an 
assistant engineer in the 
Public Works Depart-
ment, which led to a huge 
criticism from several 
quarters. Incidentally, 
this judgement comes at 
a time when a petition is 
before the Lokayukta after 
Vijayan sanctioned a sub-
stantial sum of money.

CHINA LAUNCHES ITS FIRST CROSS-BORDER 
BRI TRAIN WITH LAOS 
New Delhi: China on Friday launched the fi rst cross-
border train of its multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) from 
Laos, which Beijing says 
will help the small and 
only landlocked country 
in South East Asia turn 
into a land-linked hub, 
boost regional connec-
tivity and supply chain resilience. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and his Laos’ counterpart Thongloun 
Sisoulith jointly witnessed the opening of the China-
Laos railway via video link on Friday. The fi rst train 
of the China-Laos Railway left Vientiane.

CRUCIAL READ

Imran Khan

Lok Sabha picks up pace after logjam 
on first two days of winter session
New Delhi: After los-
ing first two days of  the 
ongoing Winter Session 
to disruptions, the Lok 
Sabha bounced back on 
Wed, clocking 117% pro-
ductivity as it worked 
overtime to clear the 
Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (Regula-
tion) Bill, 2020, multiple 
functionaries said on 
condition of  anonymity. 
129 MPs participated in 
various debates in the 
House on Wednesday.

In the ART bill, a to-
tal of  18 MPs partici-

pated, of  which 15 be-
longed to various Oppo-
sition parties, said 
sources. The House sat 
for two extra hours be-

yond the scheduled time 
to compensate for the 
time lost on the previ-
ous two days. On Thurs-
day, the Lower House 

clocked even further as 
it debated the Covid-19 
situation in the country. 
“More than 40 MPs were 
expected to take part.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

Share top 
narcotics 
cases with 
NCB: Centre
New Delhi: In a move 
that will strengthen the 
jurisdiction of  the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau 
(NCB), the Centre in a 
directive to all states 
has asked them to hand 
over four-five promi-
nent cases to the agency 
by Dec 5, according to 
the sources.

In the directive is-
sued on Thursday, the 
Centre has asked all the 
Chief  Secretaries, 
Home Secretaries and 
the Directors General 
of  Police of  all states 
and the Union Territo-
ries to share prominent 
cases linked to narcot-
ics with the agency, the 
sources privy to the de-
velopment told ANI. 
The move comes after 
the seizure of  about 
3,000 kg of  heroin from 
the Mundra port and 
the Mumbai cruise 
drug bust. The NCB is 
investigating both these 
cases along with other 
Central agencies that 
include the NIA.

Akhilesh: Yogi regime only changes names 
of places, UP will soon change govt
Jhansi: Attacking the 
CM Yogi Uttar Pradesh 
government, Samajwa-
di Party (SP) president 
Akhilesh Yadav on Fri-
day said the way BJP 
changes the names of  
places, people of  the 
state will very soon 
change the govt.

Addressing a public 
meeting, the SP chief  

said, “Yogi govt has 
only changed the names 
of  places. Very soon 
people in UP are going 
to change their govt. 
Youth, farmers and 
businessmen in Uttar 
Pardesh have decided 
to get rid of  the Yogi 
govt. Farmers in UP are 
going to benefit if  Sa-
majwadi Party comes 

in power.” Yadav said 
that UP is the state 
where there is the most 
number of  cases of  
crime against women 
in the country. “If  any 
government has re-
ceived the highest num-
ber of  notices in the 
fake encounter, then it 
is the UP government,” 
he added.  —PTI

Mob lynches Sri 
Lankan over alleged 

blasphemy in Pakistan

Lahore: A mob in 
Pakistan on Friday 
lynched a Sri Lankan 
national before burn-
ing his body over al-
leged blasphemy in 
the country’s Punjab 
province. 

Priyantha Ku-
mara, who was in his 
40s, was working as 
the general manager 
of  a factory in Sialkot 
district, some 100 
kms from here, a 
Punjab police official 
told PTI.  “Mr Ku-
mara allegedly tore a 
poster of  the hard-
line Tehreek-e-Lab-
baik Pakistan (TLP) 
in which Quranic 

verses were in-
scribed and threw it 
in the dustbin.

 The poster of  the 
Islamist party was 
pasted on the wall ad-
joining the office of  
Kumara. A couple of  
factory workers saw 
him removing the 
poster and spread the 
word in the factory,” 
the official said. Hun-
dreds of  men, en-
raged over the “blas-
phemy” incident, 
started gathering 
outside the factory 
from adjoining areas. 
Most of  them were 
activists and sup-
porters of  the TLP.

HIGHLIGHTS

A view of the site in Sialkot where a mob killed a man on 
Friday.  —PHOTO BY AGENCIES

 ‘INFINITY FORUM’

PM Narendra Modi
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Sawai Madhopur: 
There will be strictness 
in following Covid 
norms during the wed-
ding of  Bollywood stars 
Vicky Kaushal and Kat-
rina Kaif  in Sawai Mad-
hopur. District adminis-
tration officials on Fri-
day held a meeting to 
review law and order 
arrangements for four 
days during the celeb-
rity wedding. 

Though there is no of-
ficial confirmation 

about their wedding, 
Bollywood has been 
abuzz with reports 
about a private engage-
ment and a private but 
lavish marriage cere-
mony in a Rajasthan 
resort.

“The meeting was 
mainly related to coor-
dination for smooth 
functioning of  traffic 
and Transport during 
the wedding,” Sawai 
Madhopur district col-
lector Rajendra Kishan 
said.

He said directions 

have been given that all 
guests should have got 
both the doses of  vacci-
nation. RTPCR test is 
compulsory for those 

who have not taken vac-
cine doses.

“As far as we have 
been informed, there 
will be 120 guests for 

four days from Decem-
ber 7 to 10,” Kishan said.

The wedding will re-
portedly be held at Six 
Senses Fort Barwara in 

Chauth Ka Barwara 
town of  Sawai Mad-
hopur. Though both 
Kaushal, 33, and Kaif, 
38, have not yet released 
a statement about their 
wedding, it has been re-
ported that their sang-
eet, mehendi and wed-
ding ceremonies will 
reportedly take place 
on December 7, 8 and 9.

Filmmaker Kabir 
Khan, producer Amrit-
pal Singh Bindra, and 
director Anand Tiwari 
are likely to attend the 
wedding ceremony.

Officials to ensure strict Covid measures are followed
STAR WEDDING

The meeting was 
mainly related to 
coordination for 

smooth functioning of 
traffic and Transport 
during the wedding. As 
far as we have been 
informed, there will be 120 
guests for four days from 
December 7 to 10.

—Rajendra Kishan, 
District Collector, Sawai Madhopur

Kamlesh encounter: CBI 
team recreates crime scene
Mukesh Mathrani

Barmer: The CBI team, 
which is probing the 
m u c h - t a l ke d - a b o u t 
Kamlesh Prajapat police 
encounter case, on Fri-
day recreated the en-
counter scene. 

The team also called 
the police personnel 
who were involved in 
the encounter. Along 
with CBI officials, FSL 
team members were 
also presented at the 
spot. Earlier a CBI team 
reached at the deceased 
Kamlesh Prajapat’s 
house where he was 
killed in a police en-
counter. Earlier when 
CBI (CD) was probing 
the case, they recreated 
the encounter scene in 
May this year.

Kamlesh Prajapat, a 
resident of  Cheeter Ka 
village in Barmer, who 
was wanted in a hit and 
run case, was killed in a 
police encounter on 
April 22. Police claimed 
that following an input 
when they reached to 
catch the accused, he 
tried escaping while at-
tempting to kill one po-
lice man. In the self  de-

fence police were forced 
to make a fire in which 
Kamlesh Prajapat died, 
it further claimed.

After the family mem-
bers of  Kamlesh Praja-
pat and local politicians 
raised the questions on 
police encounter, the Ra-
jasthan government on 
May 31 recommended 
the CBI probe in this 
case. Following which 
CBI registered the case 

on July 2 and reached 
Barmer to probe the 
matter. Since then CBI 
officials have been 
camping in Barmer for 
the past five months.

On Friday officials of  
CBI team reached at de-
ceased Kamlesh Praja-
pat’s house where he was 
killed in a police encoun-
ter and later called all 
the police personnel who 
were involved in the en-
counter and recreated 
the encounter scene.

Deepak Bhargav, su-
perintendent of  police 
in Barmer said that he 
got a letter from the CBI 
in which they asked to 
send the police officials 
who were involved in 
the encounter. 

CBI team at the spot with a vehicle used during the encounter. 

B Plan degree 
holders likely 
to be eligible 
for ATP posts
Abhishek Shrivastava 

Jaipur: It may be sur-
prising to know that 
Rajasthan is the only 
state in the country 
where candidates stud-
ying town planning are 
not eligible for the re-
cruitment to post of  
town planner.

But now the Ashok 
Gehlot government is 
going to give relief  to 
hundreds of  candidates 
with Bachelor’s degree 
in planning by chang-
ing the impractical 
rules which have been 
there for years.

A proposal moved by 
the Urban Development 
and Housing (UDH) De-
partment to remove the 
anomalies has been 
cleared by the Finance 
Department, Depart-
ment of  Personnel, and 
Rajasthan Public Ser-
vice Commission 
(RPSC). Now the final 
decision has to be taken 
in Cabinet meeting.

According to the pro-
posed changes, Bache-
lor of  Planning or Bach-
elor of  Architect degree 
holders with two years 
of  experience will be 
eligible for the post.

Make spirit of Lok Adalat successful: CS Arya
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Secretary 
Niranjan Arya on Fri-
day directed the officers 
of  all the departments to 
make special prepara-
tions for disposal of  the 
cases pending in various 
courts on the basis of  
consent through the Na-
tional Lok Adalat to be 
held on December 11.

He stressed on HoDs 
making serious efforts 
to strengthen and make 

the spirit of  Lok Adalat 
successful, so that jus-
tice can be accessible to 
the victims.

Arya was presiding 
over a meeting with the 
officials of  Rajasthan 
State Legal Services Au-
thority (Ralsa) and the 
secretaries or heads of  
departments via video 
conference. He said the 
Lok Adalat gives good 
opportunity to the govet 
as well as to the employ-
ees-officers and the pub-

lic to reduce the number 
of  pending cases.

“All the departments 

should identify all the 
cases which can be dis-
posed of  during Lok 

Adalat in time and 
share their lists with 
the authority. The de-
partmental head should 
appoint nodal officers 
for the National Lok 
Adalat,” Arya said.

Arya said that the of-
ficers concerned of  all 
the departments should 
also participate more 
and more in the pre-
counselling sessions be-
ing organised by the 
authority before the Na-
tional Lok Adalat. 

All departments 
should identify all 
the cases which can 

be disposed of during Lok 
Adalat in time and share 
their lists with the 
authority. The 
departmental head should 
appoint nodal officers for 
the National Lok Adalat.

—Niranjan Arya, 
State Chief Secretary

NEWS DIGEST
LOVERS ‘DIE BY HANGING’ AS FAMILIES 
OBJECT TO SAME GOTRA MARRIAGE
Dungarpur: The bodies of a 19-year-old boy and an 
18-year-old girl were found hanging from a tree in Takari 
village under Dhambola police station in the district on 
Friday. According to Dhambola SHO Bhayalal Anjana, 
the boy Vinod Damor of the village had an affair with the 
girl from the neighbouring village Nithauwa. But their 
families were not ready to accept their marriage as they 
both belonged to the same ‘gotra’ (lineage). 

CASE AGAINST GULABPURA FORMER 
CHAIRMAN FOR THREAT TO OFFICIALS
Bhilwara: Former chairman of Gulabpura Municipality 
and current councillor Dhanraj Gurjar and his as-
sociates have been booked under sections 186, 189, 
353, 506 of the Indian Penal Code for threatening the 

officials and obstructing 
work. The Department of 
Local Self-government had 
instructed the municipal of-
ficers to register a case with 
the police. It is believed that 
like Dr Somya of Jaipur Mu-
nicipal Corporation Greater, 
the state government will 

also initiate suspension and arrest proceedings against 
Dhanraj Gurjar. Dhanraj Gurjar reached on the last day 
of the Prashasan Shehron Ke Sang camp and threat-
ened the officers and used abusive language. 

MLA KALICHARAN SARAF LAYS 
FOUNDATION STONE OF NEW ROAD

FATHER ARRESTED AFTER HIS VIDEO 
OF BEATING DAUGHTER GOES VIRAL

Jaipur: Malviya Nagar MLA, Kalicharan Saraf, laid 
the foundation stone of road construction after 
performing puja. New roads shall be built in Jhalana 
village, Pariko locality, behind Radha Krishna, 
Chhoti Bhaskar school street, Ashok Mahawar 
street, in front of Om Gas warehouse, and from 
Shekhawat Mill to Deepak Dhaba. Local Councillor, 
Mamta Devi Mahawar said that these roads were in 
a very dilapidated state. The local people gave the 
MLA a rousing welcome and garlanded him.

Hindaun City: A father beat up his 13-year-old daughter 
with a stick just because she was more concerned about 
her father’s stomach than tea. The father had asked the 
daughter to make tea but she started cleaning wheat as 
there was no flour left and forgot to make tea. The father 

got so angry that first he tied 
her feet and then beat her 
fiercely with a stick. Hindaun 
City Police of Karauli district 
has arrested the father after 
a video of the incident went 
viral on the social media. SHO 
Kotwali, Veer Singh Gurjar 
said that on Friday morning, 

a video surfaced on social media after which the police 
reached the girl’s house at Kharita Road and took her 
statement and held her father. The girl studies in Class 
8. After the death of her mother 10 years ago, she takes 
care of the household chores with her sister.

Bansi Paharpur illegal mining: 
Admn forms team for action
Nirmal Tiwari 

Jaipur: Additional 
Chief  Secretary Dr 
Subodh Agrawal on 
Friday formed a team 
and sent it for action in 
the matter of  illegal 
mining in the Banshi 
Paharpur area of  
Bharatpur district. 

Superintendent of  
Police (Bharatpur), De-
vendra Kumar Vishnoi 
had also deployed cops 
at night to increase po-
lice patrolling and sup-
port to the mining team.

The action followed 
after the First India 
News had prominently 

broadcast the news re-
garding illegal mining 
on Thursday night.

The mining team in-
cluded Superintending 
Mineral Engineer Avi-
nash Kuldeep, Pratap 
Singh Meena, Mineral 
Engineer Ramniwas 
Mangal, and AME Pink-
rao Singh.

IMPACT OF FIRST INDIA REPORT

STRESSES ON SOLUTIONS IN 
‘PRASHASAN GAON KE SANG’
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The first meet-
ing of  the Group of  
Ministers, constituted 
to present suggestions 
for resolving the prob-
lems being faced in Pra-
shasan Gaon Ke Sang 
campaign, was held at 
the Government Secre-
tariat here on Friday. 

Health Minister Par-
sadi Lal Meena, Agri-
culture Minister Lal-
chand Kataria, Revenue 
Minister Ramlal Jat, 
Minority Affairs and 
Colonisation Minister 
Shale Mohammad, and 
Disaster Management 
Minister Govind Ram 
Meghwal are included 
in this committee.

The problems related 
to the drive, the sugges-
tions received from the 
public representatives 
and the general public 
were discussed. The 
members of  the GoM 
praised the decision of  

simplification of  rules 
for converting from non-
khatedari to khatedari, 

saying that this would 
bring relief  to thou-
sands of  people.

Suggestions received from public representatives were also considered

PGKS GROUP OF MINISTERS MEETS

Ramlal Jat, Parsadi Lal Meena, Lalchand Kataria, Shale 
Mohammad, & Govind Ram Meghwal in the meeting.

Lakhs have 
got relief 
through the 

camps in village 
panchayat HQs 
under PGKS. Govt 
has done the work of 
giving benefits to the 
common people by 
simplifying rules.

—Ramlal Jat, 
Revenue Minister

SIMPLIFY RULES & 
LAWS FOR EASE

Instructions were 
given to the officers 

of the Revenue De-
partment to simplify 
the rules and laws 
related to them so that 
the problems related 
to the general public 
were resolved quickly.

Malviya announces 
100 new anicuts
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: In a bid to boost 
the farming of  farmers 
residing in tribal areas 
of  Rajasthan, Water re-
source Minister Mahen-
dra Jeet Singh Malviya 
announced to construct 
more than 100 new ani-
cut in Banswara district 
to maximise water sup-
ply to the farmlands.

Malviya said this 
while he was attending 
an event on the soil 
health dialogue pro-
gramme organised un-
der Agriculture and 
Tribal Sovereignty 
Campaign 2021-22 at 
Vaagdhara campus in 
Banswara on 02 Dec.

He announced to 
spend Rs 450 cr for 
strengthening of  canals 

and also implementing 
long term schemes that 
would be fruitful for the 
tribal farmers and help 
in the overall develop-
ment of  the area. He 
further shared that Rs 
2000 cr is required for 
the reinforcement of  
Andeshwar, Anandpu-
ri, Kushalgarh, and Saj-
jangarh canals. 

75 families 
were benefitted 
and made 

self-reliant by providing 
them Sirohi breed of goats 
and also thanked the 
minister, acknowledging 
his concerns for 
the development of 
tribal areas.

—Jayesh Joshi, 
Vaagdhara Secretary

ACB to adopt gram panchayats 
to raise anti-graft awareness
Navin Sharma

Jaipur: In its drive to 
make the state corrup-
tion free, the Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau has 
started ‘Sajag Gram’ 
campaign under which 
the bureau units will 
adopt a gram panchayat 
each for raising aware-
ness about freedom 
from corruption for all 
round development. 51 
villages have been se-
lected by various dis-
trict units.

“As a social responsi-
bility under this cam-
paign, every unit of  the 
ACB will be adopting a 
gram panchayat and ef-

forts are being made to 
spread anti-corruption 
public awareness to the 
people and administer-
ing pledge to never give 
bribe in life,” said Di-
rector General ACB, 

BL Soni.
The campaign to be 

developed as a corrup-
tion-free vigilant vil-
lage is being started on 
December 6 under the 
International Anti-Cor-
ruption Week.

Soni said that under 
this campaign, as per 
the intentions of  the 
state government, ef-
forts will be made to 
make the villagers 
aware of  their legiti-
mate work and to make 
efforts with the local 
administration to get 
the public welfare 
schemes implemented 
at the speedy qualita-
tive level.

BL Soni, Director General ACB 

Apart from this, 
vehicles and some 
other things which 

were seized by the police 
from Kamlesh Prajapat’s 
house were also provided to 
the CBI officials.

—Deepak Bhargav, 
Superintendent of Police, Barmer



Isn’t it better to inspire people 
than to impress them? The 
former had depth while the latter 

is momentary.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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CM Chiranjeevi Yojana:  
15 new packages added 
to treat critical diseases

District in-charge 
ministers final 
list released

Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: Over the past 
few years, the post of  
Divisional Commis-
sioner has become ir-
relevant and the pow-
ers of  Commissioners, 
most importantly of  
monitoring, control 
and directions to Dis-
trict Collectors is only 
ceremonial now. Since 
the time the system of  
appointment of  minis-
ters in charge and Sec-
retary In charge of  dis-

tricts has started, the 
role and power of  Divi-
sional Commissioners 
have further lessened.

This is the reason 
why the state govern-
ment does not give pref-
erence to Divisional 
Commissioners, a post 
where at one time ACS 
and senior and experi-
enced IAS of  Super 
time Scale were ap-
pointed, but now any-
one can be posted with-
out any criterion being 
followed. Such is the 

situation that if  any 
person has to be kept 
away from the main-
stream, then such of-

ficer is posted as Divi-
sional Commissioner.

But the situation of  
current DC of  Udaipur 
- Rajendra Bhatt - is 
even more bizzare. In 
the remaining 6 divi-
sions of  the state, IAS 
of  Super time Scale of  
varying batches from 
2003 to 2005 have been 
posted and Bhatt is the 
only IAS who is of  2007 
batch and of  Selection 
Scale. It is also worth 
noting that IAS of  his 
batch are still posted as 

Collectors while his 
one batch senior - 2006 
batch IAS - have still 
not been posted as Sec-
retary and are still in 
Super-time Scale. 
There are seven dis-
trict Collectors under 
Bhatt, and although he 
is junior to some of  
these Collectors, yet he 
is their boss. This is a 
bizzare and weird ad-
ministrative manage-
ment ploy.

Then, fifteen days 
back, DoP handed the 

role and responsibility 
of  TAD Commissioner 
to Bhatt, a post for 
which Bhatt is a junior 
officer as till now sen-
ior officers of  Super 
time Scale have been 
appointed as TAD Com-
missioner.

In this way, Bhatt has 
virtually become a 
‘stop-gap arrangement’ 
for all vacant IAS posi-
tions at Udaipur. He 
may not be keen for his 
‘extra-empowerment’, 
but what to do?

THE CURIOUS CASE OF RAJENDRA BHATT!

Promoted by 
Pacific Medical University

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In the case of  
GST evasion of  about 
Rs 869 crore by Miraj 
group, the bail plea of  
Vinay Kant Ameta, 
director of  Miraj 
Products, was heard 
in the Court of  Jus-
tice Narendra Singh 
Dhadda in the Ra-
jasthan High Court 
on Friday and after 
hearing the argu-
ments, the Court re-
served its decision.

Accused Vinaya-
kant Ameta, who is in 
judicial custody in 
the case since Octo-
ber 24, has said in the 
bail plea that the de-
partment has calcu-
lated the GST on the 
basis of  the empty 
wrapper of  the prod-
uct in the factory and 
reported tax evasion 
of  Rs 869 crore, 
whereas the tax 
should have been cal-
culated after the 
product is sold. It was 
further contested 
that the petitioner is 
a salaried employee 
in the company was 
not going to get any 
benefit from tax eva-
sion. He said in the 
plea that he is ready 
to accept all the con-
ditions of  the court, 
and therefore the ben-
efit of  bail should be 
given to him.

Opposing the peti-
tion, the DGGI said 
that he has been 
caught on the charge 
of  tax evasion. Exist-
ing evidence also 
proves that GST eva-
sion of  crores of  ru-
pees has been done 
and since investiga-
tion is ongoing, if  the 
accused is provided 
bail, the evidences 
could be tampered 
with and hence bail 
should not be given.  

Advocate Tinsukh 
Jain argued on be-
half  of  CGST saying, 
“Summons have been 
issued to Miraj Group 
owner Madan Pali-
wal & Prakashchand 
Purohit. Summons 
have been  issued by 
CGST to both four 
times but they have 
n’t yet appeared be-
fore CGST.” Notably, 
whistle blower in 
case advocate SK Sin-
gh had also presented 
an application to be 
heard but court de-
nied permitting the 
same.   Verdict on the 
matter will be pro-
nounced on Monday.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot has approved the 
increase in rates of  
various health packag-
es under CM Chiran-
jeevi health insurance 
scheme with the objec-
tive of  rationalising  
rates of  packages.

With this, more ma-
jor and new private hos-
pitals in the state will 
be able to come under 
the scheme. Along with 
this, free treatment of  
patients will also be 
possible in vari-
ous complex 
d i s e a s e s 
which have 
been in-
cluded in 
the newly 
added 15 

packages.
Under the scheme, 

which was launched on 
May 1 this year, cashless 
treatment up to Rs 5 
lakh is provided 
through 471 registered 
private hospitals along 
with government hospi-
tals. 

At present, patients 
are being treated free of  
cost in 1,572 packages of  
diseases under Health 
Benefit Package 2.0 
through insurance com-
pany National Health 
Agency. CM has now ap-

proved  addition 
of  15 more 

p a c k a g e s 
u n d e r 

H e a l t h 
Benefi t 
Package 

2.2. 

MIRAJ GROUP `869 CRORE 
GST EVASION CASE

HC to pronounce 
verdict on dir Ameta’s 
bail plea on Monday
CGST informs court that 4 summons 
have been issued to Miraj Group 
owner Madan Paliwal and 
Prakashchand Purohit, but both are 
yet to appear before CGST

CM Ashok Gehlot has given approval for the 
construction of three minority girls residen-

tial schools of 200 beds in the state. Gehlot has 
also approved an additional budget provision of 
Rs.15.10 crore for the construction of each resi-
dential school. The schools will be constructed in 
Sikar, Barmer and Bharatpur district.

NOD TO BUILD 3 MINORITY GIRLS 
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS IN STATE

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Late on Friday 
night, ahead of  the the 
proposed tour of  min-
isters to the districts of  
the state, the final list 
of  ‘in-charge minis-
ters’ was released by 
PCC. PCC Chief  GS Do-
tasra’s district , Bikan-
er - has now been hand-
ed to Lalchand Kataria. 
Jaipur has witnessed 
no change as charge re-
mains with UDH Min-
ister Shanti Dhariwal.

However, Murarilal 
Meena requested Ge-
hlot to stop bringing up 
the issue every now and 
then and stressed that 
everything has changed 
now but Gehlot did not 
pay heed to his repeat-
ed requests.

This is not the first 
time that Gehlot has 
taunted MLAs of  Pilot 
camp. In a preparatory 
meeting for the rally at 
PCC headquarters on 
November 30, Gehlot 
had taunted these 
MLAs without naming 

them. 
In the informal meet-

ing of  the Council of  
Ministers, the manner 
in which Gehlot openly 
remembered and spoke 
about the ‘revolt’, the 
political circles have 
started taking out its 
political connotations.

Gehlot has tried to 
strengthen his posi-
tion in front of  the 
high command by 
taking the responsi-
bility of  the national 
level rally of  Con-
gress and has taken 

this opportunity to 
speak his mind. Talk-
ing about the revolt 
in front of  both Mak-
en and KC, Gehlot is 
attempting to send 
the message that he is 
still strong.

It has become clear 
from the CM’s attitude 
that the cold war be-
tween the two camps 
will continue even fur-
ther. 

Gehlot and Pilot may 
claim unity due to po-
litical compulsions un-
der the pressure of  

high command, but in 
reality not much has 
changed. Even Sachin 
Pilot has also targeted 
the rival camp in ges-
tures. 

CM Ashok Gehlot re-
sponded by taking a 
jibe at Pilot’s support-
ing ministers. 

According to politi-
cal experts, Gehlot may 
have talked about mov-
ing forward under the 
Forget and Forgive pol-
icy, but the word is that 
its implementation on 
ground is not easy.

FROM P1…

“Through this rally, the 
workers of the state Con-
gress will take a step for-

ward for 2023.” 
—Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister

By reducing the VAT on 
petrol and diesel, the state 
government worked to re-

duce the weight of inflation on the 
people of Rajasthan.

—KC Venugopal, 
Congress General Secretary (Organisation) 

Congress leadership has 
reposed faith in the 
Rajasthan Congress. 

For the first time the rally is being 
held outside New Delhi, it is a 
matter of pride for us. All 
Congress ministers, MLAs and 
organisational leaders will hold 
meetings at district and block 
levels for the next three days to 
make the rally a success. 

—Ajay Maken, Congress State in-charge

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Friday 
accused the Centre of  
not paying attention to 
the problems of  the peo-
ple saying they would 
teach it a lesson in 
times to come. He also 
said that Congress’ ‘Ma-
hagai Hatao Rally’ 
scheduled on December 
12 will be successful.

‘’The Centre is not 
even listening to the 
problems of  country-
men, whether it is infla-
tion that’s troubling the 
common man, or some-
thing related to farm-
ers, they don’t care at 
all,’’ Gehlot told report-
ers after visiting the 
rally site in Vidhyadhar 
Nagar here.

Gehlot said, ‘’They 
(the central govern-
ment) are displaying 
great arrogance. People 
will teach them a lesson 
in the times to come.’’ 
He said it was unfortu-
nate that the party was 
not given permission to 
hold a rally in the na-
tional capital. ‘’Infla-
tion remains an issue 
across the country. Why 
was permission not 

given to the proposed 
rally? It only would 
have represented the 
sentiments of  the en-
tire country,’’ Gehlot 
said. Speaking to me-
dia, KC Venugopal said, 
“All senior leaders will 
be present. Leaders will 
come from Haryana, 
Punjab and Delhi. Peo-

ple are fed up with the 
rising inflation.”

Ajay Maken, Govind 
Dotasra, Sachin Pilot, 
Mahesh Joshi, Dhar-
mendra Rathore, Pratap 
Singh Khachariyawas, 
Lalchand Kataria, Bab-
ulal Nagar & others ac-
companied Gehlot to 
the proposed rally site.

PEOPLE WILL TEACH CENTRE A LESSON: GEHLOT

CM Ashok Gehlot along with KC Venugopal, Ajay Maken, Govind Dotasra, Shanti Dhariwal, Sachin 
Pilot & others on Friday reviewed preparations at Vidhyadhar Nagar Stadium ahead of ‘Mehangai 
Hatao Maharally’ to be held by Congress on December 12. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

CM Ashok Gehlot hold meeting for Dec 12 Maharally with KC 
Venugopal, Ajay Maken, GS Dotasra, Sachin Pilot at PCC on Friday. 

Jaipur: Transport 
dept has made 
arrangements for 
luxury buses keeping 
in mind the hi-profile 
people visiting state 
to participate in the 
rally. CMs and senior 
Congress leaders will 
be ferried in these 
buses from Jaipur 
airport. Gehlot’s 
ministers have been 
given a target to bring 
in 5,000 people to 
the venue from their 
respective districts.

MINS TASKED 
TO BRING 
CROWD FOR 
DEC 12 RALLY

GEARING UP FOR ‘MAHANGAI HATAO RALLY’ ON DEC 12

It was unfortunate that the party was not given 
permission to hold a rally in the national capital: CM

Leaders from Haryana, Punjab & Delhi will participate in 
the rally.  People are fed up with the rising inflation, he said

They (the central government) are dis-
playing great arrogance. People will 
teach them a lesson in the times to 

come.’’ —Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister
Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: The Congress 
party has put complete 
emphasis on making 
the proposed ‘Mahangai  
Hatao’ rally in Jaipur a 
success on Dec 12 and 
CM Ashok Gehlot has 
taken its command in 
his own hands. 

This is the reason 
why the round of  meet-
ings are going on con-

tinuously. 
Gehlot first took an 

important meeting of  
the office bearers of  the 
organization in the 
Council of  Ministers 
and after that in the 
PCC. 

In this, targets were 
given to the ministers, 
legislators and the of-
fice bearers of  the or-
ganization to mobilize 
the crowd. 

Taskmaster Gehlot to hold the reins of Cong’s rally!

PIC PERFECT: In what is being termed as a ‘rare & interesting’ 
photograph, while taking stock for Cong rally at Vidhydhar 
Nagar, CM Gehlot & his ex-deputy Sachin Pilot entered in a 
discussion which was much enjoyed by those present. As Pilot 
& Gehlot discussed some matter, the moment was captured by 
paparazzi and soon picture went viral on social media. 

—
PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARM

A
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Jaipur: Dr Raghu 
Sharma’s status, as Gu-
jarat Congress in-
charge,  has been ris-
ing leaps and bounds 
before the High Com-
mand with each pass-
ing day. 

On Friday Jagdish 
Thakor was appointed 
as the Gujarat Congress 
President for which or-
ders were issued by 
AICC as the post was 
vacant after Amit Chav-

da’s resignation. 
Notably, the appoint-

ment comes merely a 
day after Gujarat in-
charge Dr. Raghu Shar-
ma held a meeting with 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on the appoint-
ment of  Gujarat State 
President wherein Gan-
dhi agreed on appoint-
ing Thakor as the state 
chief  primarily be-
cause of  his ability to 
bring the OBC vote 
bank into the party’s 
fold.

IPD Tower: 2nd 
tender cost hiked 
to `183 crore

Dr Raghu’s status ups 
with Thakor’s new job

Jaipur: The minimum 
bid opened for IPD 
Tower proposed in SMS 
hospital premises has 
surprised the UDH 
minister and officers 
of  JDA. JDA officials 
had increased the cost 
of  project from 
`405 cr to `431 cr and 
reissued the tender. 
This time minimum 
bid is `614 cr, `183 cr 
more than the estimat-
ed cost. Lowest rate in 
tender issued for first 
time was `455 crore. 

Rajendra Bhatt
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n ace model and a 
stunning fashion 
aficionado, Navy-
ashree is a young 
woman with 
vivid dreams 
and a fierce 

passion to achieve 
all that she aims 
for. She walks 
with grace, pos-
es with pa-
nache and moves 
like melodies. As she 
swayed to the Bollywood 
tunes during the talent 
rounds, she left a lot of  
mouth gawking in abso-
lute awe and fascination. 

In conversation with 
City First, Navyashree 
spills the beans about her 
career trajectory, aspira-
tions and the next chapter 
of  her life. 

Tell us something about 
yourself.
I am Navyashree Shobha 

Shetty. I am 21 years old 
and I am currently 

pursuing a 
bachelor’s de-

gree in business 
m a n a g e m e n t 

from S.M Shetty 
college. I consider 

myself  as a bold, pas-
sionate and dedicated 

person. I strongly believe 
in hardwork and I also be-
lieve that there is no great-
er wisdom than kindness. 
I love music and to 

dance on 
i t ’ s 

tunes, makes me happy. 

When did you decide 
that you will take up 
modelling?
I decided to take up model-
ling when I got the won-
derful opportunity of  
First miss India. It moti-
vated me to push my lim-
its and I enjoy every min-
ute of  it. 

What are your future 
plans? 
I want to be someone who 
supports and champions 
the protection of  the envi-
ronment like a tree hug-
ger. Environmentalist or 
activist.

If  not a model, what 
would you be?
Being a Business manage-
ment student, I would love 
to see myself  as a success-
ful entrepreneur.

Who is your inspiration?
My mom, Shobha Shetty. 
She is the strongest, most 

independent and beauti-
ful person I know. I look 
up to her and everything 
I do is an effort to make 
her proud. And I hope 

that one day I’ll be able to 
achieve that.

Any word for the fellow 
models?
To be on point every 
night, don’t focus on per-
fection, stay in the pre-
sent moment, give your-
self  fully and be with your 
audience.

A
POORVI SINGHAL
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

WITH AN UNFETTERED SPIRIT, NAVYASHREE 
SHETTY FROM KARNATAKA, 21, MADE FOR 

A STUNNING PARTICIPANT AT THE FIRST 
MISS INDIA 2021 HELD IN GOA ON OCT 30!

With a burning 
PASSION…



Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 21

A family youngster is likely 
to do you proud. Your 
strategy to promote 
yourself on the profes-

sional front will bear fruits. You may 
need to speed up things on the 
academic front to remain ahead. On the 
social front, the day finds you in your 
element. Something special awaits you.

Capricorn
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 20

Good advice may be 
required to make a 
profitable investment. A 
journey is likely to take you 

down the memory lane. Some of you 
may start a long pending construction 
work at home. Winning the affections of 
the one you secretly love can become 
the biggest achievement of the day.

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 18

Much fun is in store on the 
social front.  Your own 
happiness is in your hands 
today. Spouse may need 

her space, respect that. This is a 
favourable day for completing pending 
jobs. Financially, no problems are 
foreseen. It is best to avoid outside 
food. Those in love will be happy.

Pisces
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

Appreciation is in store for 
some homemakers. Those 
looking for buying a house 
can get a good bargain. A 

professional victory is yours if you play 
your cards well today. Those in 
business will be able to maintain good 
earning. You are likely to enjoy good 
health. Young lovers are likely to enjoy.
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YOUR DAY
Horoscope by 

Saurabbh Sachdeva

Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

Fitness through extra 
efforts is assured for the 
deskbound. Some positive 
changes can be expected 

on the home front. This seems a good 
day for job seekers. New avenues for 
earning open up as you get more 
determined. If you are in love, chances 
of making an exciting plan is possible.

Taurus
APRIL 21 - MAY 21

You will find family life 
more than fulfilling. A 
senior is likely to put in a 
good word for you to the 

higher ups. Financially, you will be able 
to consolidate your position. Exercise 
care in matters of health. Lover may 
become your pillar of strength. You will 
do wonders in life. 

Gemini 
MAY 22 - JUNE 21

Some favourable develop-
ments on the social front 
are foreseen. Buying new 
furniture or a major 

appliance is possible. With good 
networking, a prized posting can be 
yours .Those trying to get back their 
money will succeed. A healthy phase of 
life begins for some. 

Cancer 
JUNE 22 - JULY 22

Good tidings of your well 
wishers will keep you 
going on the professional 
front.  You are likely to take 

up someone’s cause and earn apprecia-
tion from all quarters on the social 
front. Remaining on the good side of 
those who matter on the academic front 
will help you achieve much. 

Leo 
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

Good planning will see you 
complete a task at work in 
record time.  This is an 
excellent day to spend time 

with family. Your reputation is likely to 
boost your image on the social front. 
Monetary front grows strong for some. 
You enjoy excellent health. Those 
seeking love are likely to get lucky.

Virgo 
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

You may get busy 
organising something on 
the social front. You may 
need to put your ideas into 

action, if you want to prove yourself. A 
party may be thrown in your honour at 
work. Past investments start giving 
good returns. Health-wise a good day is 
foreseen.

Libra 
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

A celebration can find you 
in your element today. 
Praise and honour are 
likely to greet you in 

something that you have managed to 
achieve. You will be a pillar of strength 
to a friend or associate. A good day at 
work is foreseen as you make your 
mark in front of those who matter. 

Scorpio 
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

This is the day full of joy, 
love  and excitement . You 
will enjoy yourself with a 
new group of friends .

Those in business will soon get a 
chance to make profits. A new deal is 
likely to come through and give you a 
taste of success pending time with lover 
proves most fulfilling.

HOW TO PLAN FOR YOUR 
MALDIVES VACATION?

ince the onset of  
the pandemic, 
there has been 
unpredictability 
with foreign 
travel. People 
want to travel 

closer to home more than 
ever. Owing to its proxim-
ity, flight connectivity, 
and no quarantine rules, 
the Maldives has become 
the hottest and the most 
trending foreign destina-
tion in the past two years. 
With 130 properties and 
various package options 
to choose from, narrow-
ing down your best can be 
tricky when planning 
your Maldivian vacation. 
And it is an expensive 
holiday, to begin with, so 
the cost of  doing things 
wrong can be high here. 
To make the most of  your 
holiday, these are the fac-
tors that you must con-
sider before your upcom-
ing trip to the tropical 
paradise.

PICK THE RIGHT SEASON
The equator runs right 
through the islands that 
accounts for an average 
temperature of  28 de-
grees year-round. But 
there are distinguished 
dry and wet seasons. The 
months of  November to 
April promises a lot of  
sunshine and almost no 
rain. These months are 
also the typical tourist 
season and the time of  
the year when the resorts 
are sold out and the tick-
ets are expensive. May to 
October is the wet season, 

but the cost of  travel is 
comparatively low. You 
might get good deals at 
this time. For people who 
want to surf, this is also 
the season with the big-
gest swells in waves. To 
maintain a budget, plac-
ing your bets in a shoul-
der season like May or 
October might help save 
some bucks, and the 

chances of  rain to ruin 
your vacation are worth 
the money you save.

PLAN YOUR FLIGHT 
AND TRANSFERS
Male is the capital of  the 
Maldives and also the 
port of  entry. From India, 
many major airports and 
almost every airline have 
a direct flight to the city. 
Once you arrive at Male, 
you can reach your resort 
by high-speed boat or by 
seaplane. If  you resort if  

too far away from the 
Male, then you might 
have to take a domestic 
flight first and then a 
speed boat to reach there. 
Seaplanes are ubiquitous 
in the Maldives and are 
uncommon in most parts 
of  the world. These planes 
can add a lot to your Mal-
divian experience but 
also extra money to your 
budget. The tickets for 
the plane are not booked 
by guests but by the re-
sorts directly for a flat fee.

CHOOSE PROPERTY 
AND ACCOMMODATION 
WISELY
In the Maldives, one is-
land is equal to one prop-
erty. You will be stuck 
with the property for eve-
rything including, activi-
ties, food and entrain-
ment for your entire trip. 
Most of  the properties in 
the Maldives feature lux-
ury accommodations of  
different types, but over 
the water, villas are what 
comes to mind when you 

think of  a Maldivian va-
cation. Staying in an over 
the water villa for at least 
a day or two is an absolute 
must. Where else can you 
descend from your room 
directly into the ocean 
with your sundowner? 
You can split your stay 
between a beach villa and 
the water villa, which can 
save some money. Some 
of  the villas have private 
pools attached to them. 
They are great! But, it is 
ok if  you don’t rent one 
because of  your budget 
constraints. You are nev-
er far away from the 
ocean in the Maldives 
when you want to go for a 
swim.

DECIDE ON THE RIGHT 
PACKAGE
All the properties in the 
Maldives will appear a lot 
similar in pictures, but 
what makes it different is 

its inclusions. The Mal-
dives is a logistics night-
mare, and anything you 
have to buy outside your 
package inclusions will 
cost you much more than 
its actual price. It is bet-
ter to pay upfront so that 
you know the actual cost 
of  your trip. You can opt 
for a Full Board or an All-
inclusive package. The 
Full board offers break-
fast, lunch, and dinner. It 
is economical than an All-
inclusive package, but 

snacks, soft drinks, and 
alcoholic beverages will 
cost you extra. An all-in-
clusive package is the 
best and helps you have a 
wallet free vacation. 
There is also an option of  
Half-board packages, 
which includes breakfast 
and dinner. This option is 
only recommended for 
people who have a very 
light or almost no lunch 
after a heavy breakfast 
because ordering from a 
la carte menu can eventu-
ally add up to the price 
that can be compared to a 
Full board package.

CHECK THE FINE PRINTS 
FOR INCLUSIONS
Make sure your transfers 
of  seaplane/speed boat 
and covid test are a part 
of  your inclusions. Some 
of  the optional inclusions 
that many good resorts 
will provide are Water ac-
tivities, complimentary 
massage, Sunrise or sun-
set cruise, Dolphin watch-
ing cruise, Private dinner 
to celebrate special occa-
sions, Floating breakfast 
in the pool.

Involving a travel agent 
for your Maldives trip is a 
good idea. The agent can 
also assist you with all 
the options available for 
your budget, which can 
be tiresome to figure out 
on your own. The Mal-
dives can have an erratic 
climate. The weather pre-
dictions might not be ac-
curate here. A slight dis-
turbance in the Indian 
ocean can bring a signifi-
cant change to your travel 
plans, including delays in 
seaplanes for both arrival 
and departure. It is high-
ly recommended to get 
travel insurance for this 
particular trip so that you 
can claim those expenses 
later in case of  missed 
flight connections or an 
added room booking.

SHALBHA SARDA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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CALL FOR 
CORONA?

GROWING CASES OF THE COVID VIRUS HAVE 
SHOWN SIGNS THAT THE NEWLY MUTATED 
VARIANT, OMNICRON WILL DOMINATE THE 

WORLD IN THE COMING MONTHS AND IS MORE 
LETHAL THAN THE PREVIOUS DEADLY STRAINS. 

THE GOVERNMENT DECISION TO REOPEN 
SCHOOLS HAS EVOKED MIXED REACTIONS. 

CITY FIRST BRINGS TO YOU A FEW REACTIONS 
FROM STUDENTS, AND PARENTS!

fter a mammoth break from 
active schedules, life during 
the COVID-19 pandemic was 
difficult for everyone. But 
after 19 months of  closure, 
India was again about to 
ride the wheels of  growth. 

Where reopening of  many schools, 
colleges and offices showed some 
signs of  relief  to some, on the other 
hand, parties, marriages and out-
ings with friends again brought 
smiles to many faces. Though re-
opening of  institutions is an impor-
tant and conceivably desirable step, 
as soon as we started our journey, 
new variants OMICRON again 
turned the table. Some schools have 
decided to hold offline classes again, 
and people have again started follow-
ing safety protocols. But in many 
parts of  the city, social distancing is 
still struggling to survive. City First 
in conversation with people from 
Jaipur, New Delhi, Lucknow and Gu-
jarat about corona and its effect on 
normal life.

UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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With the increase 
of risk of new 
variants, I think 
virtual classes 
are better than 
offl ine ones. In my 
opinion, education 

is important, but the health of 
the child is paramount. The new 
variant can be fatal for all, and 
precautions are way better than 
cure. No one is ready to face 
the repercussions. 

—Shahista Siddiqui, 
Mother, Uttar Pradesh

It’s been such a long 
time that schools were 
closed. The students are 
missing out on a lot of 
things. Schools are not 
just about the academic 
session, it defi nes the 
whole personality of 
a student. The school 
are much more than 
buildings, which cannot 
be replaced by virtual 
classes, hence with 
right measures, we can 
function well.

—Hemanta, 
school teacher

I think offl ine 
classes are better 
than virtual ones. 
My son is three 
years old and 
needs overall de-
velopment, which 

lacks big time in online classes. 
I understand the risk is still 
there, but alternate classes with 
proper protocols in place for 
precautions will help the kids to 
lead a healthier life.

—-Galaxy Seth, 
Mother, Uttar Pradesh

I think the reopening 
of schools has become 
important now. Chil-
dren here at home do 
not study as we think 
they are. And because 
of the technology, they 

get the answer to everything at their 
fi ngertips. Their lives are becom-
ing easy and comfortable which is 
a very bad sign for the long run. 
There was a time when children 
were scared of teachers and had 
that fear of completing things on 
time but that is also fading away 
now. So in my opinion schools 
should be open but with a few safe-
ty precautions.

—Rekha Shrivastav, Mother 

My whole family is 
worried about the risk 
of the Covid-19 virus, 
children under 18 are 
not even vaccinat-
ed. The Government 
should impose safer 

laws for non-vaccinated kids, we are 
sending our children to school but 
fear of covid is always in my mind. 
I have advised my kids to wear a 
mask all the time, use sanitiser 
and maintain distance from other 
students as much as possible. Edu-
cation is a must, if we take the right 
precautions, various factors can be 
controlled and can be taken care of 
ahead of time. 

—Sughand Srivastava, Mother
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

Jagdeesh Chandra greeted Giriraj Saini, fi tness entrepreneur 
on the occasion of his birthday on Friday, December 3.

Remembering Dev Anand-the evergreen hero who was always...

ev Anand was the 
most influential 
phenomenon in 
Bollywood ever. A 
noble soul that won 
billions and bil-
lions of  hearts all 

over the world. A true Kar-
amyogi who never feared 
failure and had the art of  
conveying, whatever social 

message he wanted to con-
vey through his Films.

The Evergreen Dev 
Anand Society of  
Jaipur organised a 
special event on 
Thursday in memory of  
the Legend Dev Anand at 
The Kalanery Art Gallery. 
Unlike the meetings of  pay-
ing tribute or feeling sad, it 

started with a loud clap-
ping for the idol as a mark 
to celebrate his life that 
still inspires three genera-
tions after a decade of  his 
demise. Darshan Dave, an 

Actor, Director & Writer 
who has worked with 
Dev Saab graced the oc-
casion as the chief  

guest and shared very 
interesting things. Rainu 
Singh was also present as 
the guest of  honour.

Sanjay Kaushik, the 

joint secretary of  the Soci-
ety, Vijay Sharma of  Kalan-
ery Art Gallery paid im-
mense gratitude on the oc-
casion. Satyajeet Talukdar 
was the curator of  the 
whole program. Ravi Kam-
ra, President of  the society 
shortlisted various front 
page cutouts of  the nation-
al newspapers from his per-
sonal collection, dated De-
cember 3, 2011 edition and 
showcased them on the oc-
casion.

‘Romancing with Life’
GREETINGS!

CELEBRATIONS!

FASHION EXTRAVAGANZA! 

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

D

CITY FIRST

A
SHA School Jaipur 
under the aegis of  
Sapta Shakti Com-
mand celebrated 

International Day of  Disa-
bled person from Decem-
ber 1 to Dec 3 in sync 
with the International 
Disability Day theme 
of  2021- ‘Leadership & 
Participation of  Persons 
with disabilities toward an 
inclusive accessible & sus-
tainable post-COVID-19 
world’.

A comprehensive pro-
gram was planned for the 
children of  Asha School, 
Jaipur Cantt, with special 
focus on the theme – “Great-
er effort as care towards the 
disabled for better manage-
ment”. Various events were 
conducted to showcase 
their talent & encourage 
them for maximum partici-
pation in educative, extra-

curricular & sports activi-
ties. A painting competi-
tion for children & Webinar 
of  teacher, parents, stu-
dents and OIC on ‘Special 
educations and Paralym-
pics’ was conducted recent-

ly which was participated 
in by renowned & success-
ful civil dignitaries with a 
disability to include Sonu 
Bhola, a Para Olympic play-
er, Karam Veer Purskar & 
Surma Award winner &  
Ritu a qualified Rehabilita-
tion Psychologist & Coun-
selor.

A medical camp for sur-
gical, Medical, ENT, Eye, 
Dental check-up was also 
organised on Dec 2 and 3 for 
all the children with follow-
up at Military Hospital on 
required basis.

Miss Grand India 
2020 & Miss 
Rajasthan 2017, 
supermodel Simran 
Sharma celebrated 
her birthday in a 
special way with the 
HIV-positive children 
at an NGO on Friday, 
December 3.

CITY FIRST

O
n the occasion of  Inter-
national World Disabil-
ity Day, under the joint 
aegis of  Expression 

Welfare Society, Hahnemann 
Charitable Mission Society and 
Rajkiya Seth Anandi Lal Pod-
dar Senior Higher Secondary 
Mook Baghir School, Jaipur 
organised a program ‘Ek Sham 
Humanity Ke Naam 2021’ on 
Friday. President of  Expres-
sion Welfare Society, Sangeeta 
Gaur, Chief  Guest Rajasthan 
Government Food Minister 
Pratap Singh Khachariyawas, 
MLA Amin Kagzi, MLA Rafiq 
Khan, BJP office-bearer Suman 
Sharma, former Mayor Jyoti 
Khandelwal among others 
graced the event with their 
presence. During the program, 
Sangeeta Gaur submitted a 
memorandum to Pratap Singh 

Khachariyawas, requesting 
to set up a residential skill 
centre for the deaf  and 
deaf  children of  the school. 

During this, the children 

showed their talent and the 
spirit of  life with confi-
dence. At the end of  the 
program, awards were dis-

tributed in 11 categories, in 

which the dignitaries doing 
social service and outstanding 
work in the society were award-
ed honours.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

EK SHAM HUMANITY KE NAAM

Cultural Extravaganza@JKK

CITY FIRST

O
n the occasion of  
World Disabled 
Day, the Indian Di-
vyang Association 

held a cultural and felicita-
tion ceremony in the Jawahar 
Kala Kendra’s Rangayan Au-
ditorium on Tuesday. Dr Prem 
Ratan Degawat, Dr Nisha 
Mangal, Dr Ashish Rana and 

many other renowned person-
alities were honoured during 

the occasion.
The main highlight of  

the program, according 
to Union National Presi-

dent Govind Narayan and 
Rajasthan in-charge Vishnu 
Kumar Mittal, was the presen-
tation of  Divyangjan artistes 
from around the country.

cityfirst@firtsindia.co.in

ASHA KI KIRAN

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas, Rafiq Khan, Amin Kagzi, Manoj Mudgal, Jyoti Khandelwal, Pawan Goyal, Beena Khatri, 
Mahesh Vadhvani, Giriraj Garg, Mamta Sogani, JD Maheshwari and Suman Sharma during the lamp lighting ceremony

Monika Gupta, Sangeeta Gaur, Ambika Haldia and Gaurav Gaur 
with the students of Seth Anandi Lal Poddar Institute

During the Kalbeliya performance

(L-R) Sanjay Kaushik, Dev Darshan, Rainu Singh and Ravi Kamra

Ravi Kamra’s newspaper collection dated Dec 3, 2011

During the dance performance

During the honouring ceremony

During the beautiful performance

Kusum Nehra, Anne Eapen and 
Poonam felicitating Hitwik

The team of Asha school
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The fi rst pre-event of The Fashion Connect season 11 
will be held in Leela Palace today. Brand Ambassador 
of Fashion Connect Rishee Miglani will also be making 
another major announcement on behlaf of First India along 
with other details of the Fahion Connect Season 11.




